














PRINTE 


29ra Concress, 2p Session. 






A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Calkins, widow 
of Silas Winans; _ 

A bill for the relief.of Jonathan Hoyt; 

A bill for the relief of John Van Slyck: and 

A bill for the relief of Harrison Whitson. 


The list of bilis on the Speaker’s table having 


been acted on, a motion was made that the House | 


do adjourn; which was decided in the negative, no 
quorum voting. 

The yeas and nays were then taken on the mo- 
tion to adjourn; and there were for adjournment 
30, against it 117. 


A motion was then made by Mr. DANIEL that | 


‘the House resolve itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the private calendar. 

And the question being put, a quorum did not 
vote. . . . . 

A motion to adjourn was again made, and again 
rejected. pits 

The vote on going into committee was then 
taken by tellers, who reported, in favor of the 
motion 86, against it 30. 

So the motion prevailed. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into Com- | 


mittee of the Whole, (Mr. Vinton in the chair,) 
and proceeded to consider the bills on the private 
calendar. 

The bills for the relief of the heirs of Lieutenant 
Thomas Wishart, of John Ericsson, of the legal 
representatives of Simon Spaulding, deceased, and 
of Andrew A. Jones, were taken up; and, on being 
severally objected to, 


Mr. ROOT moved that the committee rise; which | 
motion prevailing, the committee rose, and the | 


chairman reported. 

Mr. DANIEL moved that the House again re- 
solve itself into Committee of the Whole. 
@lhe motion was disagreed to, 

And then the House adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, January 23, 1847. 


The Journal having been read in part, the further 
reading was dispensed with. 
Mr. A. D. SIMS submitted the following reso- 
ution: 

Resolved, That from and after Monday next the 


hour of meeting of this House shall be eleven | 


o’clock, a. m. 
Objection being made, 


Mr. SIMS moved a suspension of the rules, in | 


order to permit the introduction of the resolution. 


Mr. COBB demanded the yeas and nays, which || 


were ordered, and, being taken, were, yeas 98, 
nays 47. 
o the rules were suspended. 
And the resolution being before the House, 


Mr. RATHBUN moved to amend it by striking |, 
outall after the word ** resolved,”’ and substituting | 


a clause fixing the hour of mecting at ten o’clock, 


a. m. 

Mr. WINTHROP moved to amend the amend- 
ment to the amendment by adding the following 
words: “and that all the standing and select com- 
mittees be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of tee business before them.”’ 

Mr. HAMLIN objected to the amendment to 
the amendment, as being out of order. He asked 
what connexion it had with the amendment? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair regards the amend- 
ment to the amendment as relevant. ‘The meetings 
of the committees must be dependent on the hour 
of meeting of the House. 

The yeas and nays being demanded upon the 
amendment to the amendment, were ordered, and, 


So the House refused to discharge the standing 
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 27, 1847. 


POST ROUTES IN TEXAS. 


Mr. REED, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, to which was referred a bil! 
for the establishment of additional post-routes in 
Texas, reported (on leave) the same back to the 
House, with an amendment striking out the third 
section of the bill. : 

The bill was then read for information. 

Mr. GRINNELL said he believed that some 
_of the routes proposed by this bill lay within the 
| disputed territory. For one, he was disposed to 

vote for any route that Texas might ask, if it lay 

within the boundaries of that State at the time of 
the annexation of Texas to the United States; be- 
yond that he did not wish to go. 

Mr. WHITE moved to commit the bill to the 
Committee of the Whole. Negatived: Yeas 76, 
navs 98. 

| ‘The amendment reported by the Committee on 
| the Post Office and Post Roads, viz: to strike out 
the third section, was agreed to. 

Mr. VINTON moved to amend the bill by ad- 
ding to the second section the following: 

“ Provided, That nothing in this act shall be understood 
| to contain an expression by Congress of its opinion as to the 
question of boundary between the territory of the United 
States and Mexico.” 

Mr. VINTON addressed the House in support 
| of this amendment. He said that the establish- 

ment of custom-houses at Brazos Santiago, a part 

of the disputed territory, had been taken by the 

President as a ground upon which to found an ex- 
| cuse for bringing on the present war with Mexico, 


upon this bill guarding against any further claim 
of title in said territory by inference. 

Mr. PILLSBURY said he would offer a remark 
or two upon our boundary; which had, unexpect- 
| edly to him, been introduced in the debate on the 

bill for mail routes. 
The boundary question had been at length and 
ably debated by many members more competent 
|, than himself to do it justice. Some of the assump- 
tions, however, of the honorable member from 
| Ohio, [Mr. Vinron,] were not warranted by the 
\| facts of the case, well known all over Texas. 
He says, in substance, that Mexico had posses- 
| sion of the disputed territory between the Nueces 
| and the Rio Grande, and that no matter to whom 
it might ultimately be found to belong, possession 
alone makes it an act of aggression on the part of 


|| the United States to march an army over one foot 


| of the territory. 

Now he (Mr. P.) declared to the House, upon 
his honor asa representative of Western Texas, 
that Texas held, and had all along held, possession 
of this territory, only excepting the small town of 
Laredo, in which there were a few soldiers; but 
nowhere east of the Rio Grande was any Mexican 
force permanently maintained, adequate to keep pos- 
session; that Texas was entitled to it by nego- 


United States troops marched to Corpus Christi; 
that no troops of Mexico had ever held continued 
possession (with the trifling exception named) 
since he had been a resident of Texas. All at- 


Rio Grande, had been frustrated by the Texans, 
'| and the Mexicans driven west of the Rio Grande. 
‘| No Mexican force could maintain themsetves, as 
|| was frequently attempted; all Texas would have 
|, rushed to arms to drive them back. 
|| ‘There was no desire on the part of Mr. P. to 
hurry the bill through, to avoid discussion. No, 
he feared no discussion on the subject which, by 


| 
| 
| 
| 
{ 


i 
| 


| His desire to have the bill passed was, because it | 


was a necessary act of justice to his constituents 
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and he desired that a provision might be engrafted | 


tiation and by military possession years before the | 


tempts at maintaining Mexican posts east of the | 


nothing in this bill was new to the House. Day | 
: : after day, week after week, had been spent by the || 
tion of the business before them. House on the subject which was to-day attempted || 
The question being then upon the amendment || to be renewed on this bill, which had already ab- 
fixing the hour of meeting at ten o’clock, it was || sorbet the attention of the House, to the almost | 
rejected, by yeas 82, nays 93. ; entire exclusion of all business. Texas had fur- | 
he question was then taken on the original nished the theme for the small wits and light debaters ! 
resolution; which was agreed to. of the House, almost every day of the session. |! 


being taken, resulted—yeas 18, nays 127. and the State of Texas. 
and select committees from the further considera- | 

| 

| 





New Sentes.......No. 16. 
This was mortifying and painful enough when it 
involved no measure of immediate importance to 
her citizens. If, however, Mr. Speebier; every 
question concerning her mterest is to be made the 
sport of party, as it seems the intention ofa portion 
of the House to make it, | would sooner subject 
my rights to the despotism of a Turkish suk-r, 
than be a partaker of such freedom. A bill passed 
at an early period of the last session, when Texas 
had no representative in either branch of the na- 
tional legislature, to renew the contracts under the 
Republic for carrying the mail. The increased 
mail matter, by reason of annexation, and the war 
which followed, made ita losing business, and the 
contracts, with a few exceptions, could not be re- 
newed. All the small routes were abandoned. A 
route by water from New Orleans to the same 
point now objected to, contained in this bill, had 
been established. This, however, had no connex- 
ion with Texas, except at the terminus. A bill 
passed the House and Senate, at the close of the 
last session, containing the route objected to, and 
was only lost by a few minutes required for the 
signatures of the Speaker and Clerk, when the 
moment of adjournment arrived. We have had, 
for the last year, no mail facilities worthy of the 
name. The excitement has been greater and more 
general on the subject, and justly so, in the dis- 
trict [ represent and throughout the State, than I 
have ever known it on any subject during our sep- 
arate government. Heretofore it may have grown 
(and probably did) out of unavoidable circum- 
stances. Should it continue, that apology will no 
longer avail. The mail conveniences had been 
continued during the darkest days of the repub- 
lic of Texas. After becoming a portion of this 
great republic, this deprivation of a customary, 
ordinary, but great convenience, is the more keenly 
felt. 

Texas knew that a large party opposed her ad- 
mission into the Union. Had she believed that 
after admission that party, or a large portion of it, 
would continue to harass and oppose all measures 
intended to benefit her, for any political purpose 
whatever, | am free to say they never would have 
been troubled with Texas. She would far sooner 
have trusted to the care of her own interests, as she 
had so well done, as an independent republic. 

Here Mr. GENTRY interposed, (Mr. P. yield- 
ing,) and desired to ask a question of the honora- 
ble gentleman from Texas. He.[Mr. P.] had 
made a statement upon hishonor. Certainly such 
astatement, thus made, would command his (Mr. 
G.’s) implicit confidence; but as the gentleman 
was making the statement in that imposing form, 
he desired to understand distinctly what he meant. 
He understood him to aver upon his honor, that 
Mexico did not have military occupation there, 
and that Texas did, or Texas had, extended her 
jurisdiction, and superseded the jurisdiction of 
Mexico. 

Mr. P. replied: I am ready to answer that, or 

/any other question. I shall never state anything 
other than the truth concerning the interests of my 
constituents, and that truth T will maintain in the 

' House or elsewhere, or I should be unworthy the 
confidence of the constituents I have the honor to 
represent. I repeat, that Mexico had no permanent 
military force east of the Rio Grande, except what 
I have stated already; that Texas had a force at 
Corpus Christi and other points of the frontier set- 
tlements, that scoured the whole of the east valley 


| of the Rio Grande; that in every case, the ma- 


_rauding bands that occasionally came on to this 


which, by || territory were driven back by the Texans; that 
some gentlemen, was deemed involved in this bill. || 


the force so stationed for years were sufficient, 
with the aid of the inhabitants who were armed 


t |, and ready ata moment’s call, for ten long years, to 
It appeared to him that _ 


drive back these marauders, with heavy loss, be- 
yond the Rio Grande; that the Texans travelled 
this country at will, located lands, and exercised 
civil jurisdiction in the habited parts, and protected 
them by a sufficient military force. 

Here Mr. G. again interposed with the remarle 
that he understood there was 4 custom-house at 
Brasos Santiago. ¢ 

Mr. P. admitted that the egreas and ingress from 




























































eget, s 


eo 


wwe Leap gen 


242 THE CO 


1} 
Matamoros was by Santiago, It was the only 1] 
place where there wasa sufficient depth of water, | 
No force, however, had been maintained there or | 
at any other of the places mentioned, That a li 
were never interrupted arose from their insignifi- || 
cance, and because the policy of the Government || 
had always been to restrain the people of Texas | 
from injuring the Mexican population, without || 
object or advantage, in a national point of view. || 

Now, sir, | cannot admit that we have no right || 
to carry the mail to the Rio Grande. I cannot || 
admit, nor do I believe, that Texas ever intended | 
to stop short of the Rio Grande. No power short || 
of one that was able to annihilate her, could make | 
her retreat from this boundary. This House, this | 
Congress, and the Executive may attempt it; but |! 
there is a destiny they cannot change. From | 
present appearances, before they act, this question will || 
have been settled by a population difficult to dispos- | 
ress, Texas never would have left this wale 
to any arbitration, had notshe relied upon the jus- | 
tice of her claim, and upon the strength and mag- | 
nanimity of the United States 10 maintain it, 

But, sir, | have no fears in regard to the issue of | 
this question, 1 believe a large majority of the 
Government and people of the United States will 
exact from Mexico all for which so much toil, 
treaeure, and blood, has been expended to pur- 
chase. 

Should, however, these anticipations fail on ac- 
count of the involvement of our interests in great 
political movements, the introduction of which into 
this House has thrilled through the South as one | 
man—if, by the votes of northern Whigs and || 
northern Democrats, the compromises of the Con- | 
stitution are disregarded in respect to territories— || 
we shall be sheltered under the greater magnitude 
of this solemn question; and when the shield of || 
the Constitution no longer covers to protect, we | 
shall be found, with the whole South, ready to 
protect ourselves, whatever may be the hazard, || 


and whatever may be the consequences. | 
The passage of the bill is only an act of sheer || 
justice. I would appeal to the sympathies of the 
House, did I believe such an emotion could rise | 
above political expediency. 1 would rather appeal | 
to nee of the House not to keep this ordina- 
" and necessary measure bandied about in the 
House, a subject for the jeers and sarcasms of | 
statesmen on this floor. 
I repeat, that we know we came into the Union | 
against the wishes of many gentlemen on this floor, || 
and the people of many sections of the Union. 
Being, however, now a State, we feel that it is due 
to our character, to the motives for annexation and | 
the princely domain our citizens redeemed from soli- | 
tude and the barbarian, to be treated as equals of | 
any State in the Confederacy. 
ishing no special favors, we are the more em- | 
boldened to demand justice. 
Mr. DROMGOOLE said the objection to this || 
bill seemed to be not to granting the mail facilities | 
it proposed, but because of some lurking design in 
regard to the boundary. He was a little astonished 
at the course of argument pursued by the gentle- 
man from Ohio [Mr. Vinron.] The gentleman || 
had not, (he said it without intending any disre- 
Spect,) in his opinion, argued with that pertinency || 
and logic which usually characterized his efforts on | 
this floor. If he had reflected for a moment, he \| 
would have seen how idle and absurd it was to || 
suppose that the mere carrying a mail-route into || 
a territory, would have any effect whatever in the || 
establishment of a boundary between nations. 
Mr. VINTON (Mr. D. yielding) said he did not | 
mean to be understood that this bill would settle 
the question if passed. It had nothing to do with |) 
a question of boundary in his opinion. But he 
thought it had just as much to do with it, and he 
thought the gentleman from Virginia must admit 
it had just as much to do with it, as the establish- 
ment of a collection district had. Last year we 
had established a collection district at Corpus 
Christi, and the President of the United States, in | 
his annual communication to Congress, had told | 
us we had established the boundary and made it || 
his duty to march the army there. | 


| co herself preferred. 


| lished. 
| have declined on the ground that it was not within 
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the possession of it, we have the complete right to 
govern the country during that possession, even if 
it bea military possession. 
power toestablish post-offices, post-routes, custom- 
houses, but to introduce civil governments, not only 


on this side of the Rio Grande, but through all the | 


provinces of Mexico which had been overrun by 
our arms; we had the right to establish govern- 


ments during the time we occupy them. None of | 


these were conclusive; they were mere acts which 
we might do because we had possession of the 
country. 

He, for one, was not prepared to admit that any 
country on the eastside of the Rio Grande was now 


in dispute. It might have been at one time, if Mexi- | 


co had consented to negotiate a peace, and the two 


| countries had established some other boundary. | 


But repudiating all pacific negotiation on the sub- 
ject, she resorted to arms. The country of the 
Rio Grande was claimed by Texas; it has been 


admitted into the Union; and the question of bound -| 
| ary has now been settled in the mode which Mexi- 
It was settled by the mili- | 


tary power of the country; and as his friend from 


| Texas [Mr. Pitissury] remarked, it must forever 


remain the boundary. 


Rut, as he had before remarked, the mere ar- | 
rangement for the transportation of mails, did not | 
affect the question of boundary in any way what- | 
| ever. 
favorably or unfavorably, in reference to any 


No inference could be drawn from it either 


future settlement of boundary. Why, then, shall 
we do anything either affirming or disclaiming, 
unless it be for some ulterior purpose? And the 


| question was whether the appending the proposi- | 
| tion of the gentleman from Ohio would not have a 


tendency, instead of leaving it unaffected in any 
way, to weaken and prejudice our claim. 


| and the Rio Grande. 
Mr. VINTON (leave being given by Mr. D.) |) 
| said that, in looking at the message of thé Presi- | 


dent of the United States, he saw that the Presi- 
dent in enumerating the reasons why he felt it his 


duty to move the army of the United States into || 


the valley of the Rio Grande, besides referring to 


| the fact of our having established a collection dis- | 


trict, states that we passed a law establishing a 


| post-route west of the Nueces; that was to say, at || 


Corpus Christi; and he refers to that as one of the 
reasons which made it his duty to march the army 
of the United States forward to the Rio Grande. 
Mr. DROMGOOLE continued. dt might have 
been a very sufficient reason (he said) for the 
President to move his army there. Why, these 
were enumerations made by the President to 
strengthen the movement which he had caused the 
army to make. But, in addition to that, the fact 
that Texas was admitted with her claim of bound- 
ary was sufficient to have required the President 


to defend that boundary until, by negotiation, or 


in some other way, a houndary had been estab- 
For the President not to have done it; to 


our territory, would have been to have assumed 
the authority to establish a boundary himself. 


| They are justifications of the movements and con- 


duct of the Executive, and sufficiently so. But I 
repeat, while they are sufficient for the Executive 
in justification of what he has done, they would 
not, if there should hereafter be negotiation on 
the subject, affect the pending question of negotia- 
tion between the two countries in the least. If 
any part of the country which may be occupied 
by our military forces, or over which our mails 
may be transported, shall, by future negotiation, be 
yielded back to Mexico, why then the mails and 
these establishments are discontinued by the very 
force and operation of the treaty, 

He had stated that the simple authority for the 
transportation of the mail would not, on any future 


negotiation, affect the question either favorably or 
unfavorably; and he was about to inquire, when 
he gave way to the gentlemen from Ohio, whether 
his proposition would not have some unfavorable 


Mr. DROMGOOLE reaumins, said he sup- |, effect? Was not something meant by this disaver- 


GLOBE. 


We have not only the | 


Wheth- | 
‘er it will not operate in some way as a relinquish- || 
ment of title to the country between the Nueces | 





we BP S. || ment—this disclaimer of the fact? Would not the 
posed that neither the transportation of the mail, || fair deduction from such an amendment be to 
nor the establishment of a post-office, or of a cus 


tom-house, were conclusive facts in regard to a 
boundary, whenever the two nations should see fit 
to enter into negotiation respecting it. But admit 
that this is disputed boundary, and then having 





tion, by disclaiming it in part? 
Mr. VINTON. My amendment does not dis- 
| claim title. So far from it, I stated that it was my 
object to present such a proposition as would 


| weaken our title, when we came to future negotia- | 





|| neither affirm nor deny: that is to say, my amend 
‘| ment declares that this act is not to be construed 

as an expression of the opinion of Congress upon 
the subject. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE (continuing) said he os 
not maintaining that in words the amendment of the 
gentleman did disclaim our title. He was askine 
| what would be its effect, and what was the pro er 

inference to be drawn from it? Why,a Ser 
arrangement of the mails, as he had said, did ~ 
disclaim title. Why, then, so much Solicitude 
and so much particularity in saying there js to \,. 
no expression of opinion as to the right? It cer. 
tainly does admit that it is disputed territory 
In this simple post-route bill I would not admit 
any such thing. I do not admit it is in dispute 
No: I repeat, that if, in a simple bill having y, 
reference to a question of boundary, you introduce 
a proposition of this kind, the direct inference 
is, that you think your title imperfect and weak 
And he should suppose that the gentleman from 
Ohio, in fact and in truth, in his heart, did not be- 
lieve that the territory between the Nueces and the 
Rio Grande belonged to the United States. He 

should incline to believe from the gentleman’s 
| course, from his amendment, and from the infer. 
ence he drew from it, that were he intrusted with 
the negotiation, he would willingly yield to Mexico 
this country. And he asked if they believed that 
| any proposition of this kind would have come 
from any member of this House, who believed, 
and was determined to maintain, the boundary to 
| the Rio Grande? For one, he went with his friend 
| from Texas, never to yield to the establishment of 
any boundary this side of the Rio Grande. 

But however the question might be finally ad- 
| justed, he repeated that the bill itself did not affect 
the question, and that the amendment proposed by 
the gentleman from Ohio was subject to have 
drawn from it the inference that we consider our 
| title weak, and do not rely upon it; and, there- 
fore, it is better simply to pass the bill, avciding all 
amendments from which any inference to weaken 
, our title could be drawn. 
| Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL then rose and sag, 
that he could not concede that the rights of Texas 
should be regarded as involved in this matter. He 
appreciated the delicacy and sensibility of the hon- 
| orable gentleman from Texas, (Mr. Priussvry;} 
but let him understand that, how stern soever may 
have been the opposition to an untimely admission 
of Texas into the Union, under circumstances 
which necessarily involved the country in a war 
with a neighboring republic, yet that State, once 
' admitted, would be grappled to our hearts with 
| hooks of steel. There was no danger upon that 
| subject at all. Texas, and all her rights, would 
| be protected as securely, whatever the risk, as the 
oldest member of that Confederacy. He begged 
| leave to differ from his honorable friend from Vir- 
|| giniain being drawn into an issue with regard to the 
| right to make post roads, or any other provision 
|| for their army, in the enemy’s country. When- 
ever an offer was made by the proper committee, 
| or otherwise, to extend the facilities of intercourse 
. to their officers and gallant troops now fighting the 
‘battles of their country abroad, he would not be 
| found behind any man there in rendering those 
|| facilities so soon as ~ could be made. That 
| was not the question. Nobody proposed to carry 
| a mail into the heart of Mexico. The limit of its 
'| devious pathway was to be the border of the Rio 
| Grande. It was to be regulated, not by any desire 
‘| to multiply the means of communication between 
| the army and its friends at home, not by a deter- 
| mination to fix, in premature and arbitrary self- 
|| will, a boundary which must necessarily await a 
| period of negotiation and mutual compromise be- 
|| fore it could be permanently established. It was 
|| one of the very questions to be settled by this 
1 desolating war. He believed it had been now intro- 
|| duced for the first time there. Why, he would ask 
| the members of the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads, why had it not been introduced 
at an earlier day? Why had it not been contem- 
| plated in the month of January, 1845, instead of 
1 now, in the month of January, 1847? Why wait 
‘| till that moment, when they were involved in a war 
'| with Mexico, with complicated questions of vari- 
'| ous sorts, and amongst others this question of 

boundary? 
Mr. HOPKINS (of the Committee on the Post 
'| Office and Post Roads) here made a remark which 
\) was not very distinctly heard by the reporter; but 
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that the bill then before the House had been intro- |. 
duced for the purpose of rendering effectual pre- | 
yious legislation on the same subject. 

Mr. INGERSOLL understood the gentleman, 
however, (and if in error he begged to be corrected,) | 
as intimatuing that, up to this moment, no bill had | 
been introduced by that committee, of which the | 
honorable gentleman was chairman, that would | 
effectually answer the purpose of carrying a post- 
route to the alleged borders of Mexico. He un- 
derstood the chairman to admit that the former 
pian was regarded as in some respect or other in- 
complete. 

Mr. HOPKINS was understood to reply, that ® 
such a bill had been introduced last session, but | 
that it was lost inthe Senate. 

Mr. INGERSOLL was about to remark when 
the gentleman had kindly interrupted him for the 
purpose of informing him of a fxet—for which | 
he (Mr. I.) was much obliged to him—that it 
was a most unlucky moment to select for the in- 
troduction of such a bill, when they were engaged | 
ina conflict involving many complicated questions 
with their sister Republic of Mexico—one with 
whom, of all others, they should have endeavored 
to maintain relations of peace and amity. She 
was a younger and a feebler sister. We should 
be held responsible ig the view ofa high-toned | 
and not over friendly family of nations, for pro- | 
longing in any degree, with a country so circum- 
stanced, hostilities of even doubtful necessity. | 
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science and experience in the art of war. 


| return to dust. 


tice that its farther progress would be opposed by 
arms. General Worth, at the head of the advan- 
cing troops, dashed with his characteristic gallantry 
through the stream, and was looked on by all as a 
mark for the first attack. He was happily pre- 
served, by the retirement of the hostile troops, for 
a still graver duty in front of the battlements at 
Monterey. His distinguished military skill on 
that memorable occasion, is now matter of history. 
It has furnished a fine illustration of the addition 
which may be made to personal gallantry, by 
The 
United States troops went on still nearer to the Rio 
Grande. What was the consequence? The threat 
of the Colorado was executed at a chosen spot, 
and with large reinforcements. Inch by inch, bat- 
tle after battle, day by day, the ground was dis- 
puted by all the efforts of the Mexican arms. The 
fields of Palo Alto and Resaca de Ja Palma, were 
reddened with the mingled blood of Anglo Saxon, 
and of Moorish, Castilian, and Indian races. The 
bodies of brave men of each country will continue 
to prove the obstinacy with which these post-route 
grounds were contested, until their flesh shall be- 
come the food of worms, and their bones shall 
Every inch was disputed. That 


| soil was not gained, whether for permanent or 


Great forbearance in the settlement of them would || 


become us as a magnanimous people, not less than | 
firm and active prosecution of those hostilities | 
while they last, now becomes us as guardians of | 
our honor, and of our fellow-citizens who are 
daring all the perils and earning for their country, 
no less than for themselves, the crimsoned honors 
of a distant war. 

It was the acknowledged desire—the avowed 
desire of all departments of the Government of 
the United States, to bring that war to a speedy 
and honorable conclusion. They could not listen 
to any conversation in the city of Washington, 
from the White House to the Capitol, and from 
the Capitol back again to the departments of the 
Government, without finding the desire earnestly 
and anxiously expressed for a speedy and an hon- 
orable conclusion to the present war. He read | 
now from a bill, which quite accidentally happened | 
to be upon his table, apfffopriating, in mysterious 
confidence, no less than three millions of dollars 
to defray “any extraordinary expenses which ma 
be incurred in order to bring the existing war wit! 
Mexico to a speedy and honorable conclusion.’’ 
It was reported to the Senate of the United States 
on the 19th of January, only four days ago. It 
was no secret. Some excellent constituents of his | 
sat in the gallery a few days ago, marked in their 
countenances and habiliments as messengers of 
peace, Who came from Philadelphia with a me- 
morial ‘*asking Congress to adopt, with the least | 
‘possible delay, measures to stop the effusion of 
‘blood, and to restore to the North American con- | 
‘tinent the blessings of peace.’? This memorial 
they desired him to present publicly, and which 
he would have done if he had not been prevented 
by the personal explanations going on in the 

ouse. These constituents of his had learned 
from public, certainly not from private, conversa- 
tion, that it was the ardent desire of the Execu- 
tive—which did him infinite honor—that it wag his 
ardent desire, in which he yielded to no citizen of 
the country, whether wearing a plain garb or a 
fashionable one, to bring this war to a speedy and 
honorable peace. All agreed in that ardent desire. 
No man had risen on that floor, or in the other | 





temporary occupancy, until the skill and gallantry 
of your soldiery drove from successive fields their 
numerous and not ill-conducted enemies. It was 
on those remarkable days of carnage, and it is 
now, disputed ground. It was yielded to force, to 


|| superior military skill and indomitable bravery. 


Tt will be borne in mind, that the principal ques- 
tion committed to the charge of the Minister who | 


| was sent on a fruitless but sacred mission of peace, 
| was a question of boundary. Was it, then, he ask- 
| ed, proper to complicate that question of boundary 


| by the passage of a bil! which never, till that un- 


propitious moment, had been deemed necessary, 
and which was now to be pressed in that House 


| with extraordinary, and he would add—ereat as 
| was his respect for the honorable gentleman the 
| chairman of the Committee on the Post Office and | 
| Post Roads, and for the committee itself—with | 


| 
j 


| 


| 
| 





undue haste? When negotiations are renewed 
Mr. McILVAINE here interrupted the honor- 
able gentleman by a remark which was inaudible. 
Mr. INGERSOLL said he did not mean to say 
whether we could or could not legally carry post 
routes to the extent now required. His object was 
to free the debate from the difficulty which that 
issue would interpose. It was sufficient that the 
matter was in dispute. He did not wish to com- 
plicate the question. Why should they, with the 
eyes of the world upon them, crying ‘‘ shame,”’ 
that they had involved themselves in a war with a | 
weak sister republic, with whom they should have | 
cultivated, and with whom all professed a desire to | 
cultivate amicable relations—why should they com- || 
plicate the difficulties still further, and perhapsat last | 
afford a warrant for the predictions which he had 
seen in certain foreign journals, to the effect that the | 
United States would be forced to withdraw from 
Mexico? He had seen it stated in some of these || 
journals, in terms of derision, that General Tay- 
Tes had, in the course of half a dozen months, ad- 


' vanced about as many miles into the territory of 


| 
| 


| 


| 


| 
| 


Mexico, and that the world would soon see him 
driven back, retreating into his own country, 
without anything to cover his disgrace, except his | 
own tattered flag. Let them not expose them- 
selves to the humiliation of being obliged to retreat 
under any circumstances, of negotiation or other- 
wise, from ground which, at a late moment, un- 
necessarily, without consideration, might be as- | 
sumed in such a mere incidental matter as this | 


department of Congress, and suggested an idea || establishment of post roads. 


' that it was not his warmest desire to bring this 
war to a just and satisfactory end. Triumphant | 


' 
} 
; 


While upon his feet, he might as well adda 
word or two on the great subject of bringing by || 


as may be your arms, the exercise of them must || some tangible method this existing war to an hon- | 


terminate at last in negotiation. One party can | 
make war; both parties must make peace. They 
do so by treaty. Why, then, when such desires | 


} 


| 


| 


orable close. It was rather a difficult matter to get 
the floor. He would not say he was indebted, at | 
that moment, to the impartiality of the present in- 
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the honorable gentleman was understood to state | Mexican officer crossed the stream, and gave no- 
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state of independence, it had scarcely ever gone 
through one tranquil Administration. Its only im- 
perial ruler was beheaded or shot. Every Presi- 
dent, except the first, had been prematurely and 
forcibly dethroned. It is Paredes to-day. It is 
Herrera to-morrow. It is Senta Ana next day. 
It may be Almonte the day after. They have their 
pronunciamentos from day to day, and from week 
to week. They have no settled government that 
can be represented in a course of negotiation for a 
speedy and honorab¥e peace. In these cireum- 
stances, I cannot but regret, whilst as a citizen of 


a 





_ this republic, desirous of prosecuting that war vig- 


orously as long as our armies are in the field, and 
our ships upon the ecean—upon that littl ocean 
more treacherous than any on which they ever 
were exposed—I am desirous to give all efficiency 
to ourarms; yet I shall always regret thatan over- 
ture of the only mode in which it is probable that 
peace shall ever be obtained—I mean through the 
mediation of a friendly foreign Power—was not 
accepted. 

We remember when Mr. Slidell was in Mexico 
his apprehensions were verified by the overthrow, 
or at least the tottering, of that Administration 
which had listened to his proposals to negotiate. 
A subterfage was resorted to to escape the peril, 
and unmeaning or unjustifiable distinctions were 
attempted between the office of a commissioner and 
an envoy, which ended in the breaking off of the 
negotiation. In some shape or other the negotia- 
tion may be renewed. In one shape it may fairly 
be attempted without any the slightest liability to 
a mistake of motive. You have beaien the Mexi- 
cans in every battle-field. After having tried your 
troops in every shape, after seeing each arm tri- 
umphant, each brilhantly accomplished, and every 
end which their little numbers could by any possi- 
ble military calculation accomplish, nobly achieved, 


‘infantry, cavalry, and artillery, vying with each 


other only in honorable and glorious emulation to 
distinguish their respective corps, there is no danger 
of any but high motives being imputed to consid- 
erate aims for peace. One at least of the distin- 
guished leaders of the Mexican people and their 
armies is not unfriendly to this country, as I have 
reason to believe. Santa Ana—peculiarly situ- 
ated as he is, recently returned from exile, hardly 
reéstablished in the confidence of a portion of his 
countrymen, and doubting his popuerey in the 
estimation of all—would, I am well assured, gladly 
listen to proposals of peace. Santa Ana knows 
too well what the interests of that unhappy 
country require—with its custom-houses closed, 
without the receipt of a farthing from any source— 


the priests refusing to give up their wealth, and 


women taking their ear-rings from their ears in 
order to afford the means of carrying on the war. 
In such a state of things you would gain cin? el 
ple, the government, everything, if you would ac- 
cept a proper overture of friendly mediation; and 
when we know that that distinguished and hon- 


| orable gentleman who now so ably represents his 


government here, represented that country ably 
and acceptably at the city of Mexico for twelve or 
fourteen years, by accepting mediation when all 


| the fragments of the Mexican Government would 
| be duly represented, and be able to speak through 


the mouth of an interpreter-—— 

Mr. THURMAN here said he wished to ask, 
whether the gentleman was not aware that the 
Government of Mexico, previous to any know!l- 
edge of the rejection of mediation by the United 
States, had also rejected that overture of media- 
tion? 


Mr. INGERSOLL replied. My own impres- 


' sion always has been, but I am open to correc- 


tion, that no actual offer of mediation was ever 
made. An overture was made, not in this conn- 


try but in England, and our Government signified 


that it would be able to negotiate directly with the 
proper representatives of Mexico. I would merely 
add, that it cannot be the policy of Mexico to carry 
on the war, as it is impossible for any government 
they may have to carry on war successfully with 


are everywhere avowed, and such necessities and || cumbent of the chair for an opportunity to say a | us, Our little army, almost wooing the Mexicana 


duties necessarily arise, why complicate the ques- 
tion of boundary of all others ? 

The fact that this very ground was disputed, and 
was therefore to be made the subject of future ad- 
justment, was recorded in characters of blood. It 
would be well remembered, that as the American 
force approached the margin of the Colorado, a 
river far within the contemplated post-route, a 


few words on the subject before the House. 
Several voices. Mr. Speaker—— | 
Mr. INGERSOLL, (raising his voice.) I say, | 
Mr. Speaker! [laughter] 


I have a few words || the Government of Mexico to obtain peace. 


to attack them, by exhibiting inferior forces on 
every occasion, has beaten them al vays and every- 
where. I< must be the desire of ali connected 

tis 


more to say. Mexico is in a peculiar state. From | madness in them to hesitate; and I trust that both 
the very origin of her Gevernment, she has been | countries will avail themselves of a proper occasion 


in a state of comparative anarchy. He believed || to effect that conclusion of the 
that from the existence of that ill-fated nation in a |! 


nt conflict which 
wisdom on the part of the American Government 
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will anxiously seek, and which it would be utter || but I would inform him he is acting under a total 


madness on the part of Mexico to disregard. 

Mr. KAUFMAN said he was much gratified at 
the sentiments expressed by the honorable gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania (Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL] in 
the commencement of his remarks; but he should 
have been much more gratified, had he not, in con- 
elusion, informed them that he could not give his 
support to the bill now under consideration. 

[ shall not permit myself, Mr. Speaker, to be led 
away, on the discussion of this bill, into the mer- 
its of the Mexican war. ‘That question has been 
extensively discussed in this House, and has re- 
ceived the sanction of the constituted authorities of 
this nation; and, if | am not much mistaken, the 
American popular breast beats in sympathy with 
the action of this and the other branch of Congress. 
At any rate, the question raised by this billis one 
of immediate and pressing importance and interest 
to my constituents, and | would be doing them in- 
justice, if L were to be drawn away, at any great 


length from it, into a discussion of the merits of | 


the war with Mexico. 
I hope, Mr. Speaker, that the amendment of the 


misapprehension. Sir, this bill, or the principles 


of this bill—a bill establishing a mail-route to 
Point Isabel and to Santa Rita—passed both 
Houses of Congress at the last session, I believe 


| without a single dissenting voice. 


Mr. J.R. PNGERSOLL. Will the honorable || 


gentleman state the day on which it passed ? 
Mr. KAUFMAN. I do not recollect precisely 


what day it passed the House; but it was near the || 
close of the session, and was returned from the 


Senate on the last day, at too late an hour to receive 


| the signature of the Spesker and the President, and 


so Was lost. 
And yet we are told that we are in haste! With 


a bill that has received the unanimous sanction of || 
both Houses of Congress, that has been referred | 


not only to the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads, but to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (for the substance of this 


| bill was in the general bill that passed that com- 


gentieman from Ohio [Mr. Vinton] will not receive || 


the support of this House. 


the present day, the greater portion of ‘Texas has 
been without mail-routes; yet | would rather forego 
the advantages of this bill, than to pass it with the 
amendment of the gentleman from Ohio incorpora- 
ted in it. If we leave the bill in its original form, 
and say nothing of our right to that territory, the 
question will not be affected one way or the other. 
jut if this amendment is adopted, it seems to me 
you at least cast a shade over the right of the Uni- 
ted States to all the territory for which routes are 
provided by this bill. 


But it is said by the gentleman from Ohio that | 


the territory between the Nueces and Rio Grande 
is disputed territory. Disputed! By whom? By 
Mexico, of course. Now, | would say to that hon- 
orable gentleman, and those who act with him, that 
if the claim of Mexico to the territory between the 
Nueces and the Rio Grande is to influence them, 
you have no authority to establish a mail route 
upon one inch of the soil of Texas; for the Gov- 


ernment of Mexico not only disputes the territory | 


between the Nueces and the Rio Grande, but every 
acre west of the Sabine. This is the position held 
down to this very day in all the official documents 
of Mexico. They speak of Texas as one of the 
departments of Mexico. It is true, that General 
Ampudia, when he found General Taylor near 
him, only asked him to retire to this side of the 
Nueces; and this is referred to by gentlemen on 
the opposite side of the House to show that the 
Mexicans have relinquished their claim to any- 
thing east of that river. But if you look at all the 
official papers that have ever emanated from the 
Mexican authorities at the capital of Mexico, you 
find they uniformly claim the whole of Texas be- 
tween the Sabine and the Rio Grande. If, then, 
this claim of Mexico to the country between the 
Nueces and the Rio Grande is to control members 
here, they have not, on the same reasoning, au- 
thority to establish a single post-route within the 
entire limits of Texas. 

But, Mr. Speaker, this bill merely proposes to 
esta lish one mail-route upon the ome Grande. 
It does not affect the question of New Mexico. 
It does not establish post-routes; and—I wish gen- 
tlemen to mark the fact—it does not establish post- 
routes as far ap on the Rio Grande as the republic 
of ‘Texas at the last session of its Congress did. 


. ¥ > 
That Government established a route to the Rio | 


Grande as high up as Laredo. But itis mainly in 
the lower country that this bill proposes to estab- 
lish them—a country over which Texas, whenever 
she chose to send out her little band of patriots 
held undisputed possession. It is true our popu- 
lation, from its sparseness, had not yet settled 
there; but our rangers—those who have won for 
themselves imperishable laurels at Monterey under 
the star-spangled banner—whenever they went to 
any portion of the country of the lower Rio 
Grande, under the flag of the lone star, went there 
unresisted, and came away without meeting an 
enemy. 

it is urged, Mr. Speaker, that this bill has come 
upon this House suddenly—that they are unpre- 
pared for it. I am satisfied of the general correct- 
ness, I am satisfied of the integrity, of the honor- 
able gentleman from Ohio who ae the statement; 


From the time of the | 
annexation of Texas to the United States down to | 


‘/ annexation of Texas to this time. 


mittee,) we are told that we are attempting now 


to pass this bill in too great haste through this || 


House. 


Mr. VINTON interposed, and (Mr. K. yield- | 


ing) repeated what he had said when he was be- 


fore on the floor, that when these bills were passed || 


at the last session, it was not the understanding of 


any gentleman that they recognised or established | 


any boundary, for they were not regarded (he 
said) as having any bearing whatever on the ques- 


tion of boundary: and he entirely agreed with the | 
gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Dromeooxe,] that | 
laws establishing custom-houses, or post-routes, or | 
yost-offices, had not, and ought not to have, any | 
| They had | 
only become material from the fact, that the Presi- | 
| dent of the United States says they have such a 


vearing on the question of boundary. 


bearing. 

Mr. KAUFMAN, (resuming.) I only gave 
way to the gentleman for a question, not for an 
argument. 7 

The substance of this bill, as [ was remarking, 
received the sanction of both Houses of Congress 
at the last session; but gentlemen have imagined, 
perhaps, that they will add a little to their party 
capital by making objections to it now; but it is 
too late, as they then suffered it to pass at the last 
session without a dissenting voice. Is our title to 
this country less clear now than at the last session 
of Congress? Have our victorious eagles at Mon- 
terey thrown a cloud of doubt over our title to ter- 
ritory which was previously wnquestioned by gen- 
tlemen here, if not unquestionable? 

I should feel much gratified if the gentlemen 
would waive their objections. I trust this House 
will not consent to throw a cloud over our title to 
any portion of the country east of the Rio Grande, 
at least to the lower part of the RioGrande. And 
one gentleman from Massachusetts, a distinguish- 
ed statesman, who is not now in his seat, [Mr. 
Apams,] at the last session, made a material dis- 
tinction between the lower and upper Rio Grande, 
for he said the title of the United States to the 
lower Rio Grande was as clear as our title was to 
the island of New Orleans previous to its cession to 
Spain; but where he left the Rio Grande, he did 
not tell us. 

This bill, then, merely proposes to establish 
post routes in that territory, to which even some 
gentlemen on the other side of the House believe 
our title to be clear and unquestionable. 

The gentleman from Ohio imagines, if you pass 
this bill, it will be throwing additional defences 
around the President for sending our army to the 


_ Rio Grande, and will be virtually sanctioning the 


war, and the course of the President and the 
Democratic party. Sir, I believe the remarks on 
this subject of the President of the United States, 
in his message, merely went, not to intimate that 
a bill of this character would prejudice the rights 
of Mexico, but that it should estop the Congress 


| which passed the law from holding up the Presi- 


dent to censure before the world for executing that 


‘law. In my opinion, you may pass acts to estab- 


lish as many mail routes as you please, and the 
right and title of Mexico to this soil—(if she has 
any, which Texas has always disputed )—the title 
of Mexico, or of Texas, will be in no way affected. 
Let us, then, say nothing about it. Let us pass 


the bill as reported before us. More than half the 
counties in the district I have the honor to repre- 
sent have not had a single mail from the time of the 
Indeed, now 


— Jan, 23, 


i} 
|| the publication of the offers for contracts unde, 
| the old law has been suspended, in order that this 
| bill might come in, and complete what was neces. 
|| sary, in order to make it of any avail, The pub- 
| lication for contracts in all the other southwestern 
| States has already been completed. We requested 
the Postmaster General to delay the publication of 
| these routes until this bill has received the sanction 
of this Congress; and I believe it will receive tha: 
sanction, for I see gentlemen all around me, who 
will stand up and vindicate the rights of the youno 
and, in numbers, yet feeble State, which | have the 
| honor in part to represent. The brave are always 
| generous; and the strong, while justice rules, wij] 
# never trample upon the rights of the weak. The 
sentiment expressed by the honorable gentlemay 
from Pennsylvania, (Mr. J. R. InGersout,] in the 
commencement of his speech—sentiments worthy 
| of the old Keystone State—I am satisfied, met the 
cordial response of gentlemen on all sides of this 
House. Even those on the other side will come 
up and do as much justice (unless they labor under 
erroneous impressions) to the people of Texas as 
those who sit immediately around me. 

This bill does not extend the routes across the 
river Rio Grande, but merely from Point Isabel to 
Fort Brown; and I do trust that the rights of our 
| gallant soldiers stationed there, as well as of the 
citizens of Texas, will be protected; and that while 
they are absent, engaged in the defence of the honor 
and the rights of their country, they may have the 
means of communication with their distant rela- 
tives and friends whom they have left behind. 

Sir, itis the duty of Congress—and, as a Rep- 
resentative from Texas, I call upon the Congress 
of the United States, (the President has done his 
duty,) to respect the boundary line of Texas, That 
boundary line is the Rio Grande, from its mouth 
to its source. We have declared it: Mexico dis- 
putes it, it is said; but during a residence of ten 
years in Texas, I have never heard a single citi- 
zen dispute the right of Texas to the Rio Grande, 
_whether founded on her old, original limits, or as 
| achieved by her victorious arms. 
| Sir, I maintain it is the duty of this Congress to 
| respect the boundary line laid down in the consti- 
tution of Texas. The President has done every- 
| 





thing to bring about an adjustment of boundaries 
and other questions with Mexico. After she had 
withdrawn her minister from the United States, a 
minister (whom she had previously agreed to re- 
ceive) was sent by the President to Mexico to ef- 
fect, if possible, a peaceful and honorable adjust- 
ment of the differences between us, and he was 
spurned from the Mexican capital. And is there 
any gentleman who will contend that it is right and 
| just to say, when the President of the United 
| States has exhausted all the means of reconcilia- 
| tion in his power, that he is still bound to give up 
the whole disputed territory, to disregard the rights 
of Texas and her citizens, and wholly regard the 
claims of Mexico, who has scorned your mission 
|| of peace? Is Mexico entitled to all consideration, 
aa Texas, a sister State, to none? After the 
scenes that have transpired at the Mexican capital, 
|| calculated to arouse the indignation of every true 
|| American heart, still the territory of Texas is not 
|| to be respected, her rights are not to be regarded, 
} but all deference is to be paid to Mexico! I be- 








lieve this bill will receive the sanction of a large 
| majority of this House, and of the other branch of 
Congress, and will become a law, without the 
amendment of the gentleman from Ohio incorpo- 
rated in it; for I could not vote for the bill if thus 
amended, as it would be grossly unjust to Texas, 
and might embarrass the President in future nego- 
_ tiations on the subject. 
Mr. STANTON demanded the previous ques- 
tion; which was seconded. 


| 
The main question was ordered to be now taken. 


| 


| 


And the question on agreeing to the amendment 
of Mr. Vinton was taken, and decided in the neg- 
ative, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Arnold, Ashmun, Barringer, Mil- 
ton Brown, Butlin William W. Campbell, Carroll, John 
G. Chapman, Cocke, Cranston, Crozier, Garrett Davis, De 

| no, Dixon, Dockery, Edwin H. Ewing, Foot, Gentry, Gid- 
dings, Graham, Grider, Grinnell, Hale, Hampton, Harper, 
J. W. Houston, Samuel D. Hubbard, Hudson, W ashington 
Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Daniel P. King, T. Butler King, 





Lewis, Long, McGaughey, McHen clivaine, Marsh, 
| Miller; Moseley, Pendleton, Ripley, Julius Rockwell, John 
A. : 


k, Seaman 
Smith, C. B. Smith, Ste Strahm, Tilden, Toombs 
Trumbo, Vance, | pew hite, Winthrop, "Woodrufi, 
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NAY S—Mesérs. Stephen Adams, Atkinson, Bayly, Biggs, 
James Black, James A. Black, Bowdon, Bowlin, Brocken- 
prough, William G. Brown, Catheart, Reuben Chapman, 
Chase, Chipman, Clarke, Cobb, Collin, Cottrell, Cullom, 
Daniel, De Mott, Dobbin, Dromgoole, Edsall, Ellsworth, 
Erdman, Ficklin, Fries, Garvin, Giles, Gordon, Hamlin, | 
Harmanson, Hastings, Henley, Hoge, Hopkins, George 8. | 
Houston, Edmund W. Hubard, Hunter, Charles J. Ingersoll, | 
James H. Johnson, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Sea- 
porn Jones, Kaufinan, Kennedy, Leffler, Leib, La Sere, 
Ligon, Lumpkin, Maclay, McClean, McClelland, MeCler- 
nand, McDaniel, Joseph J. McDowell, James McDowEll, 
McKay, John P. Martin, Barkley Martin, Morse, Moulton, 
Norris, Parrish, Perrill, Perry, Phelps, Pillsbury, Reid, Rit- 
ter, Roberts, Russell, Suwyer, Scammon, Seddon, Alexan- 
der D. Sims, Leonard H. Sims, Simpson, Thomas Smith, 
Robt. Smith, Stanton, Strong, James Thompson, Thurman, 
Tibbatts, Towns, Tredway, Wentworth, Wheaton, Wick, 
Williams, Wilmot, Woodward, Woodworth, and Yost—97. | 


So the amendment was rejected. 
The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, was read 


« third time, and passed by the following vote: | 


Yeas 115, nays 50. 

Mr. BROWN, of Virginia, (on leave,) moved 
the following resolutions; which were read and 
ordered to lie on the table: 

Resolved, That it is expedient to prosecute the 


until that Republic consents to give or receive pro- 


THE 


’ 
} 


| With justice and the rights and interests of every section of 


| the country. 


By Mr. MOSELEY: The petition of many citizens of 
Buffalo, that Congress will use all its constitutional power 


| to bring to a speedy close the war with Mexico. 


By Mr. FRIES: The petition of citizens of Wellsville, 
Ohio, asking an appropriation of public lands to aid in the 
construction of the Pittsburg and Cleveland railroad. 

By Mr. JAMES B. HUNT: The petition of citizens of 


| Monroe, Michigan, for a grant of alternate sections of the 


public lands for the construction of a railroad from Toledo, 


Ohio, to Detroit, Michigan. 


By Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL: The memorial of Thomas 
8. Taylor and 46 others, of Jacob Way and 37 others, and of 


| Ellwood Brown and 21 others, inhabitants of Pennsylvania, 
| asking Congress to take measures for effecting such changes 


of the Constitution and laws as shall abolish slavery through - 
out the Union in the manner that may be most consistent 
with justice and the rights and interests of every section of 
the country. 

By Mr. LEVIN: A petition of J. Justice Pitman and 64 
other citizens of Pennsylvania, praying for the abolition of 
slavery throughout the Union. Also, a petition of Aaron 
Kirk and 71 other citizens of the same State, praying for the 
same object. 

By Mr. J. A.ROCKWELL: The petition of L. Stone, 
praying for compensation for French spoliations prior to 
the year 1800, 

By Mr. HARPER: The petition of 8. 8. Guthrie and 68 
other citizens of Putnam, Ohio, praying that the present 


i ] ‘ S , | war with Mexico may be speedily terminated. 
existing war with Mexico with all possible vigor, | 


posals for an honorable and permanent peace he- | 


tween the two countries. 
Resolved, That the House will promptly vote 


ner and for the purposes indicated in the foregoing | 
resolution. 


the subject of the war any subject of internal pol- 
icy calculated to embarrass the vigorous prosecu- 
tion thereof. 


By Mr. STEWART: Sundry petitions in relation to the 
abolition of slavery. 

By Mr. S. D. HUBBARD: The petition of Timothy Sav- 
age, of Middletown, in Connecticut, asking indemnity for 
French spoliations. Also, the petition of L. Stone, of 
Derby Court, (who has reached the advanced age of ninety- 


men and money to prosecute the war in the man- || *!X;) to the same effect. 


By Mr. STROHM: Three petitions, signed by citizens of 
Pennsylvania, praying for the passage of a law to abolish 


| slavery throughout the Union in such manner as may be 


Resolved, That it is inexpedient to connect with || i a " 
| every section of the country, viz: the petition of John L. 


most consistent with justice and the rights and interests of 


Adamson and 46 others, Isaac S. Flint and 23 others, and 


| of Sarah Brown and 29 others. 


Mr. WASHINGTON HUNT gave notice of | 


his intention to ask leave to introduce at an early 
day a bill granting a bounty in Jand to such soldiers 
of the old fourth regiment of United States infantry 


as served during any part of the war with Great | 


Britain. 


By Mr. McCLEAN: The petition and aceompaning docu- 
meuts of Nathaniel Bailey, a revolutionary soldier, for a 
pension. 

By Mr. ALBERT SMITH: The petition of Owen Griffith 
and 221 others, citizens of Genesee county, New York, in 


| favor of the “ freedom of the public lands,” and against the 


Mr. SEAMAN (on leave) introduced a bill for | 


the relief of sick and disabled seamen. 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


lowing communications: 
I. A letter from the Commissioner of Patents, 


transmitting his annual report of the operations of | 


the Patent Office for the year 1846. Laid on the 
table and ordered to be printed. 

II, A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury 
transmitting, in obedience to the resolution of the 


House of Representatives of the 2d instant, a re- 


0 of the amount of public lands which have | 


been appropriated by alternate sections to the 
States of Ohio, Indiana, Hlinois, and Arkansas, 


for internal improvements, and the total amount of | 
Laid on | 


lands granted to each of said States, &c. 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 


Bills from the Senate, of the following titles, were 
real a first and second time and appropriately 
referred: 

An act for the relief of William B. Keene; an 
act for the relief of the heirs of Crocker Sampson, 
ney and an act for the relief of Richard S. 

oxe. * 

And then the House adjourned. 





PETITIONS, &c. 


The following petitions and memorials were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the ap- 
propriate committees: 


By Mr. SCAMMON: The petition of Dorcas Seavey, 
widow of Ebenezer Seavey, late of Brownfield, Maine, de- 
ceased, praying the allowance of a pension on account of 
wounds and disabilities received by her late husband in the 
last war with Great Britain. 

By Mr. SEVERANCE: The memorial of Josiah Smith 
and 128 other inhabitants of Gardiner, Maine, asking that 
hostilities may immediately case with Mexico. 

By Mr. POLLOCK : The petition of Ellwood Reeves and 
118 others, of Simon Bernard and 53 others, and of Thomas 
Adamson and 10 others, all inhabitants of Pennsylvania, 
asking Congress to take measures for effecting such changes 
ofthe Constitution and laws as sball abolish slavery through- 
out the Union in the manner that may be most consistent 
with justice and the rights and interests of every section of 
= wi 

y Mr. HALE: Petition of Joseph Holmes for fishi 
bounty in schooner May Bee. oe 

By Mr. McCLEAN: The memorial of Abigail Jackson 
and 33 others, Thomas Hambleton and 35 others, Caleb C. 
Hood and 53 others, all inhabitants of Pennsylvania, asking 
of Congress to take measures for effecting such a change in 
the Constitution and jaws as shall abolish slavery through- 


out the Union in the manner that may be most consistent 


Referred || 


for money overpaid by him as agent for privateer pensions. 


penitence SARIS 





‘system of land traffic imported to this country from Eu- 
rope.” 

By Mr. RAMSEY: The petition of the President of the 
Mechanics’ Bank of New York, praying to be reimbursed 


By Mr. GRINNELL: The petition of Samuel Taylor and 


|| % others, citizens of Chatham, Massachusetts, asking Con- 


The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- | 


gress to use all their constitutional powers for terminating, 
as soon as possible, the present war with Mexico, without 
any further waste of blood or treasure. Also, the petition of 
citizens.of Nantucket, against the repeal of the pilot law of 
1837, 

By Mr. BEDINGER: The memorial and petition of cer- 
tain citizens of Frederick county, Virginia, praying the estab- 


lishment of a branch of the district court of the United States | 


for the western district of Virginia, with circuit court juris- 
diction, in the town of Winchester. 


By Mr. McILVAINE: ‘The memorial of John W. Heins 


and 99 others, Caro. Hibb and 42 others, and Isaac 8. Wentz 
and 9 others, inhabitants of Pennsylvania, praying for the 
adoption of measures for effecting such change in the Con- 
stitution and laws as shall abolish slavery throughout the 
Union. 


By Mr. POLLOCK : The petition of the Board of Mana- 


| gers of the American Colonization Society, praying Con- 
| gress to reimburse to them the expense, &c., incurred in 


| supporting and maintaining in Monrovia the slaves captured 
in the bark Pons by the American naval force on the coast 
of Africa. 


| county, Virginia, remonstrating against the establishment of 
j a district court of the United States at Abingdon, in that 
State. 
Carroll county, for the same purpose. 


i By Mr. CARROLL: The petition of Henry Dwight and 
|| others, citizens of the counties of Ontario, Yates, Seneca, | 
| and Wayne, of the State of New York, asking for peace with 


Mexico. 
By Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL: The memorial of the repre- 
sentatives of the Yearly Meeting of Friends, held in Phila- 


| delphia, for Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, and the | 
|| Eastern Shore of Maryland, respectfully but earnestly en- | 


' treating Congress to use peaceful measures for a speedy 


witha neighboring people. 


praying Congress to take such measures, within its consti- 
tutional powers, as may be best calculated to bring the war 





| further waste of blood and treasure. 





By Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL: The memorial of the repre- || 


sentatives of the religious Society of Friends, (commonly 
called Quakers,) in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, 
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By Mr. HOPKINS: The petition of 52 citizens of Pulaski 


Also, two other petitions, signed by 40 citizens of | 


termination of the war in which our country is now engaged || 


| By Mr. ROCKWELL, of Massachusetts: The memorial | 
of 42 citizens of Goshen, Hampshire county, Massachusetts, 


By Mr. HUDSON : The petition of R. M. Chipman and | 
others, of Athol, in Massachusetts, and of Lewis F. Clarke, || 
and others, of Northbridge, Massachusetts, praying that || 
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By Mr. CHAPMAN, of Maryland: The memorial and 
petition of Orazio de Attellis Santangelo, for indemnity for 
claims against Mexico. Also, the memorial of Margaret 
Fitzhugh, J. Hudson Pottinger, and others, heirs of John 
Hadson, for indemnity for French spoliations prior to the 
year 1800. 

By Mr. HUBARD, of Virginia: The petition of Mrs. Pris- 
cilla Scott, widow of Joseph Scot, deceased, praying for a 
revolutionary pension. ; 

By Mr. FOSTER: The petition of Charlies Smith and 79 
others, citizens of Philadelphia, for the abolition of slavery 
throughout the Union. Also, the petition of Samuel Kirk 
and 50 others, citizens of Philadelphia, for the same. Also, 
the petition of Levi Coates and 45 others, for the extinction 
of slavery and the slave trade in the District of Columbia 
and the Territories of the United States. 

By Mr. VINTON: ‘Two petitions from inhabitants of the 
county of Washington, State of Ohio, praying Congress to 
use its constitutional powers to bring the war with Mexica 
to a speedy close, if possible, without further effusion of 
blood. 

By Mr. LIGON: The memorial of Caleb D. Owirgs, 
C. H. Owings, and T. Griffith, heirs of Nicholas Owings, de- 
ceased, and others, praying indemnity for French spoliations 
prior to 1800. 

By Mr. SEVERANCE: The petition of Joshua Millett 
and 60 other inhabitants of Wayne, in the State of Maine, 
asking that Congress will use ail its constitutional power to 
terminate the war with Mexico as speedily as possible, with- 
out further effusion of blood. 





IN SENATE. 
Mownpay, January 25, 1847. 
The Journal of Friday last was read and approved, 


Mr. ARCHER presented the credentials of the 
Hon. James M. Mason, chosen a Senator by the 
Legislature of the Commonwealth of Virginia to 
supply the vacancy occasioned by the death of the 
Hon. Isaac S. Pennybacker; which were read; and 
the oath required by law having been administered 
by the VICE PRESIDENT to Mr. Mason, he 
took his seat in the Senate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a report of the Secretary of War, made in compli- 
ance with a resolution of the Senate, in relation to 
the removal of the Seminole Indians from Florida, 
and the number and condition of the Indians per- 
mitted to remain there; which was referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Also, a report of the Secretary of the Navy, 
made agreeably to law, accompanied by a state- 
ment of contracts made by the Bureau of Provis- 
ions and Clothing for supplies for the navy; which 
was laid upon the table. 

Also, a report of the Secretary of the Navy, 
made agreeably to law, accompanied by an abstract 
of expenditures, under the head of contingent ex- 
penses, for the year ending September 30, 1846; 
which was laid on the table. 

Also, a report of the Commissioner of Patents, 
made agreeably to law, relating to the operations 
of the office during the year 1846; which was laid 
on the table. 

PETITIONS. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN presented the petition of 
Hola Ta Emathla and other Seminole Indians, 
_ praying compensation for their services during the 
Flovida war; which was referred to the Committes 
of Claims. 

Mr. CAMERON presented a petition of citizens 
of Carbon county, Pennsylvania, praying a grant 
_of public land to aid in the construction of a rail- 
road from Lake Michigan to the Pacific Ocean; 

which was referred to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals. 

Also, the memorial of the heirs of Joseph J. 
Miller, deceased, praying indemnity for French 
spoliations prior to 1800; which was referred to 
the select committee on the subject. 

Also, a memorial of marine insurance companies 


_of the city of Philadelphia, praying the adoption of 
_measures for the ae security 
| along the coast of F'l 


,' |, the Committee on Commerce. 
with Mexico to as speedy a close as possible, without any | 


of commerce 
orida; which was referred to 


Also, a memorial of marine insurance companies 
of the city of Philadelphia, praying the establish- 
ment of a permanent court of admiralty at Key 
West in Florida; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. THOMAS CLAYTON presented a petition 


¢., asking || of citizens of New Castle county, Delaware, pray- 


Congress to adopt, with the Icast possible delay, measures to || ing the adoption of mzasures for the speedy termi- 


stop the effusion of blood, and to restore to the 
can continent the blessings of peace. 


orth Ameri- || 


nation of the war with Mexico; which was referred 


By Mr. GRAHAM: ‘The petition of Joseph Keener, John | to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 


i 
peace may be restored to the country. 
} 
' 


B. Allison, and others, asking Congress to make an adequate 
| appropriation to remove about eighty-five Catawba Indians 
(the last of a once powerful and numerous tribe) from Hay- 





the State of Arkansas. 


i Mr. CASS 


wood sone, oe Carolina, to the wild woodland west of 


resented the memorial of Robert 
nited States consul at Kingston, 
against loss by the 
nited States, whose 


M. Harrison, é 
| Jamaica, praying indemni 
‘ failure of a citizen of the 
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security he had become, to appear at a prosecution 
instituted against him by the authorities of that 
jsland for an alleged violation of law; which was 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. DIX presented a petition from citizens of 
New York, remonstrating against any increase of 
the present rates of postage; which (a bill having 
been reported on the subject) was laid upon the 
table. 

Also, the memorial of the heirs of 8S. N. Bishop, 
deceased, praying indemnity for French spoliations 
prior to 1800; which was referred to the select | 
committee on that subject. 

Mr. CILLEY presented a petition of citizens of 
Deerfield, New Hampshire, praying the adoption 
of measures for a speedy and peaceful termination 
of the war with Mexico; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. CORWIN presented two petitions of citi- 
zens of Ohio, praying a grant of land to the Zanes- 
ville and Maysville Turnpike Road Company, to 
aid in the completion of their railroad; which was 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Messrs. CAMERON and FAIRFIELD pre- 
sented petitions in favor of the abolition of sla- 
very; the motion to receive which was laid on the 
sila. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. YULEE, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to which was referred the bill to provide 
for the construction of a dry-dock at Pensacola, for 
the use of the navy of the United States, reported 
the same without amendment. 

Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported a bill giving the assent of Con- 
gress to a change of the compact entered into 
between the United States und the State of Arkan- 
sas upon her admission into the Union, in relation 
to the salt springs; which was read, and passed to 
the second reading. 

Mr. ASHLEY, from the same committee, to | 
whom was referred the bill to regulate the appel- 
late jurisdiction of the Supreme Court of the United 
States in certain cases, and for other purposes, re- 
ported it without amendment. 

Mr. A. also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill from the House to establish 
the Territorial Government of Oregon, reported 
the same with several amendments; which were 
ordered to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. ASHLEY, the Committee on 
the Judiciary was discharged from the further con- 
sideration of resolutions of the Legislature of Ohio 
against the division of that State into two judicial 
districts. 


Mr. MANGUM, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported a bill directing the Secretary of 
the Navy to purchase from Dr. James P. Esp 
his patent-right for the conical ventillator for the 
use of the United States; which was read, and 
passed to the second reading. 


A message was received from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, by its Clerk, informing the Senate 
that said House had passed an act to provide for 
the establishment of additional post-routes in the 
State of Texas, and sundry private bills and joint 
resolutions, in which they requested the concur- 
rence of the Senate. 


LIEUTENANT GENERAL—VINDICATION OF 
THE PRESIDENT. 


Mr. BENTON asked the indulgence of the Sen- 
ate to make an exposition of the circumstances 
under which the President had proposed the ap- || 
pointment of a lieutenant general to command the 
army in Mexico, and with which appointment his 
name had becomeconnected. Ithad been intimated, 
he said, on the floor of the Senate—hy pothetically, 
to be sure, but not the less intelligibly and forcibly 
on that account—that there might be an ulterior |. 
and covert design in the proposition : nothing less 
than a design on the part of the President to ap- 

int his successor. The Senator from North 

arolina, [Mr. aeoum) in his speech on the 
eeneignnees bill, had indulged in that hypo- 
thesis; and as no supposition could be more un- 
founded, or more injurious to the President or to 
the public service, or could descend from a higher 
source, and as he (Mr. Benton) happened to be 
in possession of all the facts necessary to the vin- 
dication of the President, he desired to make an 
exposition which would show the supposition to 
be unfounded, and would save the President’s char- | 


| acter and the public service from the injury they 


_ irregularity of hanging a os on some irrelevant 


| say an inventive imagination might have seen, or 


| Up to that time—up to the first day of September, 
I p y P 
a 


more. I returned to this city in November, where 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


would suffer if the intimation was allowed to go | 
out uncoertradicted from the floor of the Senate. 
He asked leave; for, as the bill for the lieutenant 
general was laid upon the table, and as he would , 
not have it taken up, (and would not speak to it if 
it was,) and as he did not choose to commit the 


bill, he must throw himself upon the indulgence of 
the Senate for leave to make the exposition of facts 
which the case required, and which the intimations | 
of the Senator from North Carolina had rendered | 
necessary. 

Leave was given, and Mr. Benton proceeded— 

I feel myself called upon by the remarks of the 
Senator from North Carolina [Mr. Bapcer] to | 
vindicate the President from the unconstitutional 
and dangerous design which the hypothetical ob- | 
servations of that Senator would attribute to him; | 
and shall do so in the simplest form of narrative, 
repeating to the Senate all that has taken place | 
between the President and myself in relation to 
this appointment, and thereby enabling the Senate | 
and the people to judge of the justice of the accu- 
sation. 

It was at the beginning of the month of Septem- 
ber last, and in the moment that I was about set- 
ting out to the West, that the President sent for | 
me, and informed me that he had done so for the 
purpose of offering me a high appointment. He | 
named it. It was the mission to France, then be- 
coming vacant by the return of the gentleman [Mr. 
King, of Alabama] so long an ornament to this | 
Chamber. I declined the appointment, and for 
reasons which had induced me to decline high 
appointments from Presidents Jackson and Van 
Buren. Mr. Polk was kind enough to ask me to 
take time to consider; but I answered him that 
there was no need for time; that the answer would 
still be the same, after any Jength of consideration; 
and so, with thanks for the honor he had done me, 
the appointment to the French mission was defini- 
tively declined. This was the beginning of Sep- 
tember last; so that, at that time, it is certain that 
the President could have had no such design as has 
been attributed to him by the Senator from North 
Carolina—no design to make me his successor, by 
virtue of military feats to be performed on the low- | 
lands or the table land of the republic of Mexico, | 
On the contrary, a fertile imagination—such as the 
Senator from North Carolina so happily possesses 
—might have seen, or thought it saw, 1n this pro- || 


posed appointment, a sort of political deportation || 
—something like an exiling and burying in a for- | 
eign Court—for a purpose the very reverse of what | 
the Senator from North Carolina has supposed. I | 


thought it saw, all this. Possessing no such imagi- | 
nation, | saw no such thing. And taking the offer || 
in the sense in which it was made, as eminently | 
honorable in itself, and a signal evidence of the 
President’s confidence in me, and good will for me, 
I made him my thanks for it privately, as I now 
do publicly; and the affair was dropped. This, I | 
repeat, was at the beginning of September last— | 
only three months before the meeting of Congress; | 
so that, at that time, it is quite clear the President | 
had no such momentous and fearful design as the || 
Senator from North Carolina has attributed to him. 


in the year 1846—the republic was safe. 
Immediately after refusing the mission to France 
I went off to the West, was gone until the month 
of November, and had no communication of any 
kind, direct or indirect, nor upon any subject | 


' whatever, during my absence, with President | 


Polk. This makes all safe again for two months 


my family was, and where Congress was soon to | 
meet. The day after my arrival I called upon the || 
President; and here we. approach the dangerous | 
ground! For, in that first interview, he actually | 
asked me my opinion about the future mode of | 
conducting the exican war. For reasons not | 
proper now to be stated, but of the validity of 
which the country will some day have an oppor- | 
tunity of judging, the President saw fit to ask me | 
my opinion upon the future mode of conducting | 
the war. This request did not strike me as being |, 
anything strange or unreasonable—either unbe- | 
coming in him to make, or for me to comply with. | 
In my Senatorial capacity I was his constitutional | 
adviser on many great questions, those of peace | 
and war inclusive. In my political capacity, I || 


| pened that the nature of the 


a a i ee ’ 


was the supporter of his Administration and 
ready to give him my opinion on any subject 
As chairman of the Senate’s Committee on Mijj- 
tary Affairs, and accustomed, in that character, to 
communicate on military subjects with all Admin. 
istrations for about a quarter of a century last 

ast, I saw nothing in the nature of the request he 
iad made to implicate either of us. He asked me 
for my opinion as to the future mode of conduct. 
ing the war. I gave it to him, first in speech 
face to face, and afterwards in writing. And here 


itis! [holding up a roll of paper,] for I chose to 
retain the original for myself, while sending a 


copy to him. Here it is! and at the proper time 


the public shall see it, but not now; for I do not 


belong to the school that makes publication of 
plans of campaign—even dead plans—in time of 


| war. 


The President approved the plan: and it so hap- 
plan required a head 


to the army—one head to the whole body—to 
unite and combine the whole into one harmonious 
and consistent movement. It so happened, also, 


that enough was known of the ideas of the two 
highest in rank of the officers of the army to know 


| that their plans were different; and it is a maxim 


of fundamental observance in war, that no general 
is to be required to execute a plan which he disap- 


proves. A new commander became indispensable; 


and as any new major general would be subordi- 
nate to all now in commission, the solution of the 
difficulty lay in the creation of a new rank, supe- 
rior to that of major general, and inferior to the 
constitutional commander-in-chief. The creation 
of the rank of lieutenant general, as had been done 
in the year 1798, at the time of the expected war 
with France, was the solution of the difficulty. 
This rank appeared to be the natural and regular 
derivation from the President’s own political and 


military character, and the proper connecting link 


between him and the army. As President, he was 


both the civil head of the Government and the 
' military head of the army. He was commander- 


in-chief of the army and navy, and of the militia or 
volunteers when in service. They were all then 
in service, and ina foreign country. He could not 
go to Mexico to command in person: paramount 
duties required him to remain here. He could not 
send orders from the closet in this city. That was 


| a folly of which there had been no example since the 
| time that the Prince Eugene (of Savoy) was accus- 
_tomed to return unopened, at the end of the cam- 


paigns, all the orders which the Aulic Council was 
in the habit of sending to him from Vienna. 
The President was bound tocommand: he could 


not go to Mexico to command in person; and he 
could not command from Washington. The solu- 
_ tion of the difficulty, which reconciled all contra- 


dictions, and permitted the exercise of all duties, 
civi) and military, was the appointment of a mili- 
tary deputy—a legatus—a locum tenens—a lieu- 


| tenant to take the place of the constitutional com- 


mander-in-chief in the field; to give orders in his 
name, and to take the responsibility of plans and 
movements, while the generals, at the heads of 
divisions or columns, would only have the respon- 
sibility of execution. This, for reasons too well 
known to require rehearsal in this chamber, it was 


| thought would be entirely agreeable to the gen- 
_erals of highest rank in our army in Mexico; it 
| would secure their rear at home, and leave them 


free to contend with the enemy in front. It was not 
intended to diminish the fighting vocation of the 
two generals, but to reconcile and accomplish two 
desirable objects, namely, the execution of the 
President’s plans, and the release of the major gen- 


_ erals from responsibility for plans and movements. 
| This was the view of the office of lieutenant gen- 


eral: as to the proposed officer, there was no breach 
of military rule, law, etiquette, or propriety, in the 
proposed appointment. The office was original, 
and belonged to no person. The President had a 
right to nominate, and the Senate to confirm, whom 
they pleased. aoeeray I would take no con- 
cern in it. I only asked the President to make 


_ known the name intended fgr the place to the mem- 


bers of Congress, that all objections to the officer, 
as well as to the office, should be open to full in- 
quiry. I forbade my friends to say a word on m 
account, I would notsay a word for myself. 
would not even obviate a prominent objection by 
reminding any one that, in 1812, I was the military 
superior of every general now in the service, and 
had a right to have commanded the whole of them 
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if we had chanced to serve together. I was then 
colonel in the service of the United States, com- 
missioned ; ~ 
Congress, and led a regiment of my own raising 

from Tennessee to the lower Mississippi, under | 
General Jackson, to meet the British then expect. | 
ed at New Orleans, but who did not come till 1814. 
| was then of a rank, and in a position, to have 








by President Madison, under a law of || 


commanded, if we had met, every general now in || 


service. Even in the regular army, in 1813, I was | 


lieutenant colonel while most of the present gen- 


of the rank of colonel. Yet I scorned to mention | 
these things, even to bosom friends, while the | 
measure was depending, and only do it now for 
the purpose of rescuing the President from the sup- 
posed breach of military decorum which the appoint- 
ment of a citizen from civil life (myself being that | 
citizen) to the command of the army would imply 
in the opinion of the Senator from North Carolina. 
Sir, if the appointment of a citizen from civil life 
to the command of the army, would be an insult 
to it, that army is now already grievously insulted; 
for the present President is from civil life, and is | 
now the constitutional commander-in-chief of the 
army, With rather more power than a lieutenant | 
general would have, and rather less experience in 
military affairs than the proposed one possesses, 
Finally, and to conclude the vindication of the 


give me the command of the army against Mexico 
—that General Jackson himself proposed it in 1836, | 
when our affairs with that country looked warlike; 
aud that then, as now, I agreed to take it. 

And here, Mr. President, having fulfilied my 
task of vindiéating the Chief Magistrate of the | 


him, of wishing to appoint his successor, in my | 
person, and by means of this lieutenant general- 
ship, | might close my remarks; but as my name 
has been coupled with this business, and as I have 
remained silent, and even left my seat while the | 
measure was depending, I must now take leave, 
with the kind indulgence of the Senate, to proceed 
a step further, and to say a word on my own ac- 
count; and to show that service, and not rank, was 
my inducement to agree to the offer of the Presi- 
dent; and that there might have been cases in which 
I would not have accepted the office of lieutenant | 
general even if ithad been created. I have already 
said that I will not now show what my own plan 
was; but I can say of it that it was a plan which 
looked to a result, and promised an issue, and that 
briefly; and that I would have had nothing to do 
with any plan of any other kind—nothing to do 
with any plan that contemplated a long and mo- 
derate war, or a war of masterly inactivity, or of 
retreat upon the Rio Grande, or of defending a line; 
or of attack upon the idle and solitary castle of San 
Juan of Ulua—especially at the commencement of 
the season for the black vomit. In no one of these 
cases would I have been lieutenant general, or 
captain general, or major general, or colonel gene- | 
ral, or any other sort of a general that ever was 
heard of. I know very well that the President | 
had no idea of any one of these most amiable plans; | 


| 
| 


but there is a way to give him an idea of them, and | 
even to force them upon him; and that would be, | 
by the simple process of denying him the means | 
of doing anything else. 

I shall not state my plan; but I will say of it, | 
that, besides intending a result, it proposed to | 
carry on the war, while there was war, according | 
to the usage of all nations in the case of invasive | 
war—the invaders to be paid and subsisted by the | 
invaded. Contributions regularly levied—duties | 
regularly collected—would accomplish these ob- | 
jects, and leave the United States free, or nearly 
free, from the expenses of the war. 


I can say, further, that my plan was not limited || 


to a mere mili 


olive-branch to go with the sword, ministers to | 
treat, as well as an army to fight. A di | 
mission, nationally constituted both in a 

ical and in a political sense, was to attend the head- 


negotiate at every step, the army was to take an 
organization and an attitude to give emphasis to 
negotiation. And this combination of arms and 
of policy was not mere guess work, the idle con- 
ception of fancy; but the result of a knowledge of 
the state of parties in Mexico—a peace party, for 


TH 


‘ 


| 


{ 
i 


| peace for the one; the sword for the other. 


| honorable peace; a war party, for endless war—as 
|| was so luminously shown by the Senator from 


New York {Mr. Dix] a few days ago. My plan 
was adapted to both of these parties—honorable 
The 


| military part of the plan has fallen to the ground: 
| the diplomatic part falls with it: and now it devolves 


upon those who have frustrated the plan of the 
President to present him a better. :; : 
I counted much on the efficacy of the diplomatic 


| part of this plan; for great errors prevail in Mexi- 
erals were company Officers, and only one of them | 


co with regard to our designs and feelings towards 
that country, and which nothing but an authentic 
mission can remove. The war party is incessant 
in its calumnies against us, artfully contrived to 


| operate on every class of the people, and to render 
| peace impossible, 
| class. 


It has a falsehood for every 
To the religious orders the war is repre- 


| sented as a war of religion—the Protestant againat 


the Catholic—and a war of sacrilege—the spolia- 
tion of the churches. ‘To the Creole Spaniards and 


| the Indians of mixed blood, they present it as a 


| intended. 


| brought from Africa. 


'} war of races—the Anglo Saxon against the Span- 


ish American—and the subjugation of the latter 
To the unmixed Indian race, (nearly 
the one-half of the whole population, and the sole 
resource of the army for its rank and file,) it is 
presented as a war of extinction, or of slavery— 


: ; : | their race to be extirpated, like so many tribes in 
President in this particular, [ can say that Mr. | 


Polk is not the first President who proposed to |. 


our North America; or to be carried into slavery 
to work the fields of their masters, like the slaves 
And, to all, it is presented 
as a war of ambition and ef conquest, in which 


| there is no peace for Mexico but in the degrada- | 
tion of her citizens and the loss of her independ- 


| ence. 


K Of ; fagistr | thentically contradict all these calumnies, and show 
Union from the design, hypothetically imputed to | i 


A mission, such as I proposed, would au- 


the deceived people of Mexico that just and hon- 
orable peace is all that we want; and that, far from 
wishing her degradation, both policy and interest 
unite in making us wish to see her prosperous, 
happy, and independent. She is a republic—our 


| neighbor—who did us the honor to copy our form 


|| of government, and had a great commerce with us. 
'| The injuries of which we complain were the work 
'| of a few, while the great majority of the people, 
| who have done us no harm, are willing to do us 
| justice; and every republican in Mexico recipro- 
| cates the wish for that close connexion, political 


‘| and commercial, between the two republics, which 
|| is necessary to their own prosperity, to the sta- 
|| bility of the republican system in all the Spanish 
|| American States, and to the complete,independence || 
| of the New World from the Old. 


[ counted much on the efficacy of the diplomatic 
part of the plan, and not less on the military part, 
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would be to postpone the present order and to take 
up the loan bill. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON said he had nodisposition 
to interfere with the early and prompt considera- 
tion of this bill; but it was a bill of considerable 
importance, and had but just been reported, and 
he very much doubted whether its provisions were 
understood by the Senate generally. Unless his 
honorable friend the chairman of the Committee 
on Finance believed that there was an absolute 
necessity for the passage of the bill to-day—unless 
the necessity was so urgent that one day’s delay 
would be of fatal consequence to the Administra- 
tion, he could not see why they should not have 
the ordinary privilege of giving to this bill an ex- 
amination, such as bills of minor importance were 
entitled to, of one day at least. This was usual, and 
it was highly important, he thought, in the case of 
this bill especially; but if the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Finance meant to be understood as say- 


| ing that it was indispensable to the public service 


that the bill should be acted on to-day, and that if 
deterred public credit would sustain an injury, or 
public faith be violated, of course he would waive 
all objections, and consent that the Senate should 
proceed at once, though no time was allowed them 


| for examination. 


| 


Mr. LEWIS said that, in relation to the neces- 


| sity for speedy action upon this bill, he was au- 
| thorized by the Secretary of the Treasury to 


_of on Saturday. 


make as strong an appeal as could be made. The 
bill was brought to the Senate on Friday last, and 
immediately referred to the committee, and such 
examination given to it as the time would permit 
There was a meeting of that 
committee this morning, and he had been directed 


| to take this course; and he hoped, as the measure 


was of such pressing importance, that it would be 
proceeded with without delay. 
Mr. EVANS said he confessed that he greatly 


| regretted that the honorable chairman of the Com- 
| mittee on Finance and other gentlemen on that side 


of the Chamber were so desirous that this matter 


'should be pressed forward without a moment’s 


if the other failed. Of this I can say nothing but || / , 
the way of the immediate action of the Senate 


that it was not framed in total ignorance of Mexi- | 


, can character, Mexican country, and Mexican re- 


it 
i} 


| Sources. 


' with which nature had endowed her; the dangers 


'| nox—the black vomit when it was not—and thé 


' 





j 
| 


plomatic |, 
ph- | 





Forty years ago I studied Humboldt, 
and did not overlook his chapter on the military 


defences of the country, and especially his impo- || 


sing development of the great elements of defence 


of the coast when the north wind was blowing, 
which blows from the autumnal to the vernal equi- 


deep defiles of volcanic mountains. The plan may || 
have been bad; but it was not conceived without || 
some knowledge of the subject; and it promised a || 
result—peace to the country, if it succeeded; and | 
to the soldier that died, a death worthy of the sol- |, 
dier—the battle-storm his embrace, the field of || 
honor his bed, the lofty summits of the Cordilleras || 


his monument and his grave! 


observations of the Senator from Maine. 


THE TREASURY NOTE AND LOAN BILL. | 


Mr. LEWIS, from the Committee on Finance, 
reported the bill from the House to authorize a 
loan, and the issue of treasury notes. ; 

Mr. LEWIS moved that the Senate proceed to 


sage of this bill. The means of the Government 


time for consideration. He had occasion very 
often before to remark that bills of this descrip- 
tion, which required a very careful examination, 
were hurried precipitately through the Senate. 


| They always happened to come at a moment when 


the public exigencies required that they should not 
be delayed for a single day. He hoped that a de- 
lay of twenty-four hours would not very seriously 
embarrass the Administration. He understood 


| the honorable chairman, at the meeting of the 
|| committee, to say that it would not be pressed 
| until to-morrow, in which case he had not intend- 


ed to offer any objection or throw any obstacle in 


upon it; but his engagements for the last four or 


| five days had been such that he had not had an 


opportunity even to read the bill. He was not 
going to oppose the passage of the bill ultimately, 
but he wished an opportunity to inquire into the 
condition of the Treasury, and to ascertain the 
occasion of its being in such a condition as to de- 
mand the immediate passage of this measure. He 
hoped that the chairman of the Committee on Fi- 
nance would explain to the Senate why it was 
that the public Treasury was now in such a lament- 
able condition as was represented by gentlemen 
on that side. He hoped the bill would be allowed 
to lie over until to-morrow, and he would then be 
prepared to say a few words in relation to it. 

Mr. SPEIGHT said he was surprised at the 
If this 
was a bill that had been thrust upon the Senate 
this morning as an original proposition, there 


|| might be some reason for the arguments of the 
| honorable Senator; but he would ask the honora- 
'| ble Senator if this bill had not already been print- 
|| ed, and if he 
tary view of the subject; that itcom- || the consideration of the above bill, observing that || two weeks 
prehended a union of policy and of arms—the || an urgent necessity existed for the immediate pas- || ed in the 


had not had ample opportunity for 
astof examining it? The bill was print- 
fe of Representatives, laid on the 


tables of every member, was discussed and passed 


were at present contracted, and this measure was || in the House, and every Senator had had ume to 


required to afford the necessary relief. 


make up his mind, and to acquaint himself with 


Mr. BENTON said, that although he’ was | the principles of the bill. The honorable Senator 
quarters; and, while the ministers stood ready to || anxious to proceed with the army bill, yet, as the 


chairman of the Committee on Finance desired 
that this subject should be taken up, he would 
ield precedence to his bill, as it was deemed in- 
Hesessable that it should be acted on immedi- 
ately. 
Mr. SPEIGHT observed that the proper motion 


ul 


| had said that such bills always came to them at a 


time when they were told that the exigencies of 
the Government required that they should be 
speedily passed. He asked the Senator if he did 
not himself know that the necessities of the treas- 
ury were such as to demand that this bill should 
be passed with all speed, and if there was not be- 
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fore the committee a requisition in black and white 
from the Secretary of the Treasury to that effect? 
and he asked him, moreover, if there was any new 


' 


| 


principle in the bill differing from bills of a similar | 


nature?’ 
Mr. EVANS said, that in reply to the first in- 
quiry of the honorable Senator, whether this bill 
had not beeu printed to his knowledge two weeks 
ago, he had to tell himno, The bill was laid upon 
the table of the Senate only half an hour age, and 
was read for the first time in Committec on Friday. 
The Senator also inquired, he believed, whether 
the bill had not been discussed in the 
Representatives? Though out of order to refer to 
what had been done in the House of Representa- 
tives, yet, as the rule was broken every day, and 
as the Senator had now referred to it, he would 
tell him that the bill had not been discussed there 
at all; that there had been no opportunity to say a 
word about it. The next question asked by the 
Senator was, if he did not know it, of his own per- 
sonal knowledge, that the treasury was in want of 
this money, and that the bill must, therefore, be 
apeedily passed? As to this, he would say that 
he could eee deny it; but he did not think that 
the honorable Senator from Mississippi, or the 
honorable chairman of the Committee on Finance, 
ought to offer any such reason for pressing the 
measure at this time. The reason why he could 
not deny it was, that »mong the last things he had 
suid to the Senate at the last session of Congress 
was, that the very first bill that they would be 
obliged to bring in at this session would be a bill 
to borrow money. He foresaw it many months 
ago; he predicted it; he told them they would have 
to borrow money. But the gentleman then said 
that the treasury was provided for; that they had 
ample resources to supply their wants until the 
month of June next; that they had provided am- 
ple means, and that their financial policy was going 
to be most successful. But it seemed not to have 
proved so successful as gentlemen supposed; and 
therefore, though he was bound to answer that he 
did know, for he had foreseen what their neces- 
sities would be, yet he did not think’it sounded 
well as coming from the gentleman on that side, 
that the necessities of the Government were so 
pressing as not to admit ofa moment’s delay; and 
e repeated now, what he said then, that this bill 
should have been the very first one to be brought 
in. 
The Secretary of the Treasury told them, on the 
9th of December last, not that he would be likely 
to be in want of money, but that there would 
probably be a deficiency in June next of some 
$4,500,000, and that the time to negotiate a part of 
the Joan would be early in the spring, and the res- 
idue during the summer or fall. Why could not 
the Secretary know, in December, what the means 
in the treasury were, and what they were likely to 
be? He was not of himself of opinion then that 
the matter could be so deferred, and he had told the 
chairman of the Committee on Finance, early in 
the session, that his first business was to look out 
for revenue, and begged him to do it. He had ex. 
pressed that opinion on several occasions, and he 
would add, that he thought this bill ought to have 
passed the House of Representatives long before 
this time; but he did not mean to say that it ought 


to be hurried through here without an opportunity | 


to examine it. He did not complain of the hon- 


orable chairman of the Finance Committee, but of | 


the general course of business which was allowed 
so to accumulate on their hands that it cut off all 
opportunity for the proper consideration of im- 
portant subjects when presented. 
asked was, to have one day to look into this meas- 
ure, He did not know that the honorable Senator 


had asked him any questions which he had not | 
answered. ‘The Senator, however, had spoken of | 


something which had been laid before the commit- 
tee in black and white, from the Sx eretary. 


at liberty to speak of it unless it. were communi- 


cated to the Senate by the chainnan of the com- | 


mittee. 
Mr. NILES said he had heard, with much sur- 
rise, indeed, the immediate consideration of this 
bin so pressingly urged; a bill of a character so 


highly important as the one now under considera- | 
It was, perhaps, the only financial measure | 


tion. 


of the session. It was not merely a loan bill. It 


All that he | 


; He | 
was not to be interrogated as to what he had seen | 


from the Secretary, for he did not consider himself || poun, Cilley, Thomas Clayton, John M. Clayton, Corwin, | 


House of |! 


/ations of the treasury were to be conducted; it 


was, in fact, to supply a currency, to provide a 
machinery to supply the place of revenue. The 
details of the bill, therefore, became highly im- 
portant, and he, for one, wished to examine the 
manner in which the financial affairs of the Gov- 
ernment were going to be conducted. The prin- 


ciple of the measure they all understood; but the | 


details ought to be closely examined, because upon 


to hear that the state of the treasury required 
prompt action on this bill. He certainly felt dis- 
posed to give as prompt aid as any man in the 
Senate, in providing for the necessities of the treas- 
ury, but he could not agree to take up this bill 
to-day. He was, himself, he presumed, in the 
same condition as many other Senators. He had 
not examined the bill, and the reason why he had 
not done so was, that, in regard to all bills which 
originated in the other House, he considered it 
useless to examine them until their passage through 
that body, because, previous to their passage, they 
were liable to he amended, and materially changed 
in their provisions. He thought it was due to 
Senators, upon all sides, that there should be a 
postponement of the bill for one day at least; and 
his opinion was, that if pushed forward now, it 
would cause much more delay than if suffered to 
lie over for examination for one day. With this 


view, he should vote against the motion of the |; 


honorable Senator from Alabama. He hoped, 
however, that the Senator from Alabama would 
not press his motion. 

The question being about to be put on proceed- 
ing to the consideration of the bill now— 

Mr. ALLEN demanded the yeas and nays, 
and they were ordered. 
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them the essential operations of the treasury de- | 
| pended, and he hoped, therefore, it would be delay- | 
, ed one day at least. 

Mr. CALHOUN said he regretted exceedingly | 


Mr. ATCHISON said he trusted this bill would | 


be taken up. From the remarks which had been 
made by the honorable chairman of the Committee 
on Finance and by his honorable colleague, it seem- 
ed to be a matter of importance that speedy action 
should be had upon the bill, and he agreed entirely 
with them in this opinion. He presumed that the 
honorable Senator from Alabama would address 
the Senate upon the subject, and, if so, the day 


would probably be consumed in diseussion, and | 


Senators would have an opportunity of consider- 
ing its details and of making up their minds. 
did not deem the passage of the army bill to be a 
matter of so great importance, nor did it seem to 


He | 


be so considered, at this time, in any quarter of | 
the Chamber. He could sce no objection to taking | 


up this bill at once. 


Mr. LEWIS said he thought there could be no | 


objection on the part of any Senator to proceed 
with the consideration of this bill. So far as he 
knew, there was nothing in its details that could 
give rise to much debate, and he presumed it would 
not require very protracted consideration. 


It was | 


a mere question as to whether they would vote | 


supplies for the prosecution of the war. 

vas prepared upon the recommendation of the 
Secretary of the Treasury and the Executive. It 
was their proposed means for anticipating the rev- 


enues of the Government by a loan and the issue || 


of treasury notes. If there was anything in the 
details of the bill which would make it very diffi- 
cult to decide, let them be discussed to-day. He 
anticipated nothing of the sort, however; for it was 


simply a question whether they would anticipate 
the resources of the Government in the way in 


was a bill, by the agency of which the entire oper- | 


which the Secretary of the Treasury proposed. 


The yeas and nays were then taken on Mr. 
Lewis’s motion, and resulted as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Ben- | 


ton, Breese, Bright, Cameron, Cass, Chalmers, Colquitt, 
Dix, Fairfield, Hannegan, Houston, Lewis, Mason, Rusk, 
Sevier, Speight, Sturgeon, Turney, Westcott, and Yulee— 
24. 

NAYS—Meesrs. Archer, Badger, Berrien, Butler, Cal- 


Crittenden, Davis, Dayton 
Jarni 
Pearce, Simmons, Upham, and Woodbridge—24. 


The Presiding Officer voted in the affirmative. 


So the motion was carried, and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the bill as in com- 
mittee of the whole. 


* 
THE LOAN BILL. 
The bill authorizing the issue of treasury notes, 


Evans, Greene, Huntington, 


The bill || 


n, Johnson of Louisiana, Mangum, Miller, Niles, | 


cian rasieletsaapuanraqpassiudaadiliontandhahenrneasaecaaieetatmnanmyesoeces 3 


| a loan, and for other purposes, 
as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. EVANS. I hope it will be read, sir, 

The Secretary read it accordingly, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, after pausing for 
any amendment that might be offered, announced 
that if no amendment were offered, the bill would 
be reported to the Senate. 

Mr. EVANS then rose and said that he under. 
stood, from the remarks of the honorable Sen. 
ator from Missouri, that the chairman of the Com 
mittee on Finance would address the Senate, and 
give an exposition of the views of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, and explain to the Senate why it 
was that this amount of money was required at a 
period so much earlier than was anticipated on the 
Sth of December last. That he would tell them by 
what means it was that the treasury had become 
so completely exhausted. This, at least, was ex- 
pected from those who had charge of the bill, and 
were more nearly connected with it; for they cer. 
tainly could not suppose that Senators were going 
to vote for it without some such exposition. F 

Mr. LEWIS observed that the bill itself mani- 
fested the object contemplated by it. Mr. L. pro- 
ceeded to read some of the clauses of the bill, and 
ended by moving to strike out the proviso to the 
nineteenth section. 

Mr. EVANS. Will the honorable Senator tel} 
us why he makes that motion? 

Mr. LEWIS. Because that proviso is incom- 
patible with the provisions which precede it. 

Mr. EVANS. ‘Then, I suppose, the Senator 
intends to empower the Secretary of the Treasury 
to purchase State stock when it is a great deal 
above par. Is that the purpose? 

Mr. LEWIS. 
value. 

Mr. CALHOUN presumed the proviso would 
authorize them to purchase it at par if it could not 
be obtained under par. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON said that the incongruity 
to which the chairman had referred, arose from the 
fact that the bill did not contain the proviso when it 
was reported to the House, but that it was added 
as an amendment. 

Mr. LEWIS here withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. NILES then moved to amend the bill, by 
striking out from the fourth section, commencing 
with the ninth line, the words ‘* borrow from time 
to time, not under par, such sums as the President 
may think expedient on the credit of such notes,” 
and insert in lieu thereof, *‘ exchange the notes 
authorized to be issued by this act, not under par, 

_for such sums of money as the President may 
deem expedient.”’ 

Mr. LEWIS here made some further remarks, 
which, owing to the honorable gentleman’s posi- 
tion, directly under the gallery, unfortanately were 
not heard by the reporter. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON said his colleague was 
mistaken. «There was a provision in the sixteenth 
section of the bill which gave the President power 
to turn the treasury notes into a loan, or the loan 
into treasury notes, as he pleased. The amend- 
| ment of his colleague was, that he should receive 
| gold and silver for the notes, so that the holders of 
them should be subject to no loss. 

Mr. NILES remarked that the great principle of 
this bill was, that the notes were not to be parted 
with except at par, but authority was contained in 
| it to hypothecate them for what could be obtain- 
| ed—perhaps two-thirds of their value. Now, was 
| that necessary? He should probably vote for this 
| bill, because he was unwilling to oppose what 
| seemed to him to be the only resource of the Gov- 
ernment to sustain itself in the present crisis. It 
| was not, however, such a measure as they had a 
_right to expect from the source whence it came. 
| It was the last resource of a nation in extremity. 
| He said these things with no satisfaction; but he 
} 
' 


was then taken up 


To purchase it at its market 


was compelled to say them; and if the war should 

continue, how long would it be before they would 
‘be called upon for another twenty-eight million 
“loan? For let him remind them that this bill was 
not to raise twenty-three millions simply: it re- 
| newed the act of the last session for raising five 
| millions, and, therefore, amounted to twenty-eight 
| millions. He never expected to have heard in that 
| Chamber that the treasury of the United States was 
| within ere hours of bankruptcy. The 
_ crisis in which they were placed was unprecedent- 


ed. They had no adequate revenue, and were 
going on without providing any way of increasing 
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ti t 
it. He should support this measure, therefore, || United States would be enough. In the days of its | and coffee, and he hoped he would bring forward 
from necessity—because they could do nothing || greatest apparent strength and power, it borrowed || a proposition to that effect. 
else. Yet he feared that it was fraught with evil || large sums of coin, for which it gave its own notes With regard to the amendment which had been 
to the currency of the country. They were not | —often two for one—as security. The people, || offered, Mr. S. looked upon it as wholly unneces- 
without the lights of experience on this subject; || not doubting its solvency, readily gave gold and || sary. There might be some nice distinction be- 
and, guided by those lights, he predicted that it | silver for those promises to pay. It continued to | tween the words “‘ borrow” and * exchange;”’ but 
would occasion a depression of the currency of the | make loans upon its stocks in the same manner, | the plain English of it was, that the Secretary 
whole country to a most mischievous extent. In | and it pursued this system until its credit was so | should raise the money in acertain way. In what 
ssing it, they were treasur:ng up wrath against | much extended, that the whole structure wascom- | way? By treasury notes. At whatrate? At par. 
the day of wrath; and that day of wrath would | pelled by its own weight to fall, crushing all who || Now, as to amending the bill, and then being com- 
come, and when it came, he feared that they would || had not wisdom to run from it. This section, as | pelled to send it to the House for their concurrence, 
not be able to stand. : constructed, gave the same authority to the Secre- | thas postponing it for a few days longer, he could 
Mr. J. M. CLAYTON said that, before he | tary of the Treasury to hypothecate its notes. He || not vote for it. He could see no substantial dif- 
yoted on this bill, he should like to have an an- | had no fear of fraud or mismanagement by the || ference between the amount proposed and the bill 
swer to the question which had been raised by the present head of the treasury—for he had great | as it now stood. He was surprised to hear the 
nonorable Senator from Maine, in regard to the || confidence in his sagacity, his skill, and his integ- | Senator call for the details of the estimates. The 
state of the treasury, and the reasons which ren- || rity; but he advocated this amendment because it | gentleman could, in a few moments, count over 
dered the passage of this bill necessary. He pre- || was his duty as a Senator to aid in making all bills | the articles and decide for himself. All experience 
sumed they were all ready to vote supplies for the || as nearly perfect as his judgment would permit | had shown that treasury notes were preferable to 
Government—that they were all willing and anx- | him to do. The Bank of the United States, in the |) any other plan. He hoped the bil would be 
jous to sustain the honor of the country; but when days of its greatest prosperity, had at no time its || passed The notes would pass at par in any part 
a great measure like this was presented to them, || own notes in circulation to an amount much over || of, the country. As to security, the resources of 
they should know the cause. The bill authorized | twenty-four millions eight hundred thousand dollars. || the whole country were pledged, and besides, they 
the issuing of treasury notes of a denomination so || By this bill we shall authorize the emission of |) had a specific pledge—the proceeds of the public 
low as fifties. It was evident, then, that these || twenty-eight millions. He should vote for this great || lands. But this even was not necessary. He 
notes would enter, to a considerable extent, into | increase of paper money with reluctance, for he | would as soon have a treasury note without secu- 
the currency of the country, as had been suggested || saw in its train all the evils of an inflated paper | rity of either kind. The gentlemen might talk 
by the honorable Senator from Connecticut, [Mr. | currency, bringing with it high prices, unwise || about the tariff of 1842, but they must console 
Nites.}] This, he apprehended, would prove to | speculations, and in the end ruin to many honest ||-themselves with the fact that the tariff of 1842 was 
bea serious evil; but they were called upon to | and industrious persons, for the benefit of the |! dead long ago and forever. 
meet it, and he thought it due to the Senate that | greedy speculators. He said the same system had Mr. LEWIS said he should not decline replying 
the Secretary of the Treasury should lay before | been tried in his State, when her credit was low, | to the questions which had been put to him by the 
them the facts upon which the call for it was || as a means of replenishing their treasury. In- || gentleman from Delaware. The committee had 
grounded. It was manifest that the bill must have | stead of treasury notes, they were called in Penn- met, and as the result of their deliberations, re- 
passed the House of Representatives without | sylvania “ relief notes.’? About four millions were ported this bill to the Senate. He had no infor- 
much consideration. ‘The section which had been || issued, based upon a yearly income from the pub- | mation which did not come before that committee, 
alluded to, be was inclined to think, could not have || lic works of about a million. The financiers then | This call for information was a mere beating about 
met with the deliberate sanction of the House. In expected much from them; but the notes depre- || the bush in order to attack the tariff. The real 
common with others, he deplored the fact that they || ciated, until the amount was reduced. So they | object of the Senator from Connecticut [Mr. Hux- 
were to be compelled to pass this measure so | will do here, if the sum issued is greater than the TINGTON] was to pour out his tears over the toriff 
hastily. It did appear to him that this subject was | want of the circulation of the country, or if the | of 1842. The gentleman from Delaware had a sim- 
beset with many great difficulties, and he believed || issues are repeated, as the future wants of the | ilar object. His (Mr. L.'s) reliance for increasing 
it would prove to bea failure. He was in favor | Government may make it necessary; for in cur- the revenue was upon the tariff of 1846, together 
of the amendment proposed by the Senator from | rency, like every article of commerce, the value is | with a tax upon tea and coffee; and he had no 
Connecticut. || regulated by the supply and the demand. He had || doubt that they could raise a larger revenue by 
Mr. SPEIGHT said he believed that it would , predicted this state of the treasury at the last ses- || these means than would be acquired from any 
be recollected that, at the last session of Congress, | sion, on the discussion of the financial question,and || other source. Though he could not gratify the 
he had expressed his objections to the issuing of | he regretted that his fears had been so soon verified; |, gentlemen with precisely the information which 
treasury notes if it could be avoided; but, in the || but he could not avoid expressing the opinion, that || they had called for, he had a little information with 
present exigency, and when the only object was to || if the advice had then been taken of his friends and || regard to the working of the tariffs of 1842 and 
effect a loan by them, he readily gave up those ob- || himself, we should not now be in the extremity || 1846. He had learned from an official source that 
jections, and was willing and anxious to afford the | which compelled us to resort to this doubtful ex- || there had been an increase of about twenty per 
Government every facility for carrying on the war, || pedient. But with him the honor of the country || cent. in the revenues under the tariff of 1846 over 
as he believed every true patriot should be. And || was above all other considerations. He should || the receipts by that of 1842. This had been the 
he was sorry to hear it uttered upon that floor || vote for every measure, for every sum that might || increase up to the 10th January instant, and he 
that the Government was paralyzed and almost re- || be necessary to bring the war to a speedy and hon- || understood that the increase was still going on. 
duced to bankruptey. It was not the fact. They || orable termination. The clause in the bill which || He had anticipated the increasing revenues by pro- 
were able to prosecute the war, and able to borrow || he opposed was identical with the clause in the || posing to issue treasury notes and negotiate for a 
money, The people were able and willing to lend | bill of the last war, which resulted, as he was in- || loan. Let them contrast the two tariffs, then, and 
it. He did not approve of the amendment of the | formed, in the improvident hypothecation of the || he would submit it to the gentlemen whether the 
gentleman from Connecticut. He took a different | Government paper. '| tariff of 1846 was not as good as that of 1842. in 
view of the subject. He believed the gentleman, Mr. SEVIER remarked, that it seemed to him || regard to the remark of the honorable Senator 
by his amendment, would accomplish the very ob- || that the gentleman never could forget or forgive || from Maine, alluding to a want of foresight in the 
ject which he was so anxious to avoid. He had || them for repealing the tariff act of 1842. But how |) Secretary of the Treasury, he would say, it was 
heard that this loan could not be effected. Why? | was it that gentlemen should remind them that || not always the case in time of peace that a finan- 
Were they—a powerful and flourishing republic— | they had predicted this very thing? The Senator || cial officer could anticipate their necessities: how 
reduced to such a state of penury and degradation || from Maine had reminded them that he expected || much less could he do it when the country was 
that they could not borrow twenty millions of dol- | the bill would have been called foratan earlier hour. | engaged in war. The true theory was, that the 
lars? What had they done that it should come to || He had'told them last year that this state of things | means of the Government must be proportioned 
this? He considered all such opinions as foolish- || would take place; but that it would take place at || to the prospective demands upon the treasury; and 
ness—as amounting to nothing. Let the bill be || an earlier period. On what ground were all these || if the Secretary of the Treasury failed to predict 
gps and he pledged himself the money could || predictions based? On the repeal of the tariff of || with certainty in regard to the wants of the Gov- 
e speedily borrowed, and the Government re- | 1842. Did the gentleman suppose that the people || ernment, there was no reason for censuring bir. 
lieved from embarrassment. ‘| never read the public documents, and that they || Mr. EVANS said, if, as intimated, a loan could 
_Mr. CAMERON said he should vote for this | would say that the call for this loan resulted from || be effected, ten millions of treasury notes was the 
bill, because it was said by'the financial officer of | the repeal of the tariff of 1842? Did he suppose || utmost that should be issued. But it was evident 
the Government to be necessary to the immediate | that the people of this country, from Maine to the || that a loan could not be obtained. The House of 
wants of the country; but, before doing so, he | Rio Grande, were stupid enough to believe that || Representatives did not think so; and the Senator 
should endeavor to make its details as nearly right || story? It could not be. Yet they were told that | from Alabama [Mr. Lewis] must distrust his own 
| 


as possible. It was a bill to authorize the issuing || this defalcation was predicted months ago! He || judgment in that matter. ok at the price cur- 
of treasury notes. In other words, we were about || had sat in that Senate and heard that statement 

to establish a bank—a great bank of issue,in which || made, time and time again, but he would put his 
the Government was to be the banker. Being | mark upon it, and show its utter absurdity. If 
compelled to adopt this as the only means by which | the tariff act of 1842 had remained, they would 
money could be raised to furnish supplies for the | have found the treasury precisely as it now was. 
army, he felt it his duty to urge the amendment || Who ever heard of receiving, or expected to re- 
of theSenator from Connecticut, [Mr. Nixes,] as | ceive, in time of war, funds tc carry on the war 
one of great importance to the security of the treas- || from the customs? Was it so in the last war? 
ury against fraud. His experience of banking in | Certainly not. They borrowed a large amount 
Pennsylvania had taught him that the greatest | then. as it so in the Revolution? No; they 
frauds that had been practised upon the people || borrowed extensively then. What Government 
arose from the hypothecation, by dishonest officers || had ever existed in time of war without having to 
and others, of the notes of their own banks. He | resort to loans? He knew of none. He thanked 
could name many instances. The Bank of the || the gentleman for his speech in favor of taxing tea 


| rent, and they would see the Government stock 

|| was down to 971; and yet gentlemen thought that 
persons with money in their pocket would come 
and give one hundred dollars when the same stock 
could be obtained at 974. And the issue of twenty- 
eight millions more of Government stock would 
reduce the price still lower. 

The Senator from Arkansas, [Mr. Sevier,} and 
| those who acted with him, were unwilling to look 
back—they were unwilling to be reminded of the 

past. Was that Senator unwilling to have it thought 
that we were plunging into difficulties which hed 
been predicted? He (Mr. E.) did not intend to 
say anything about the tariff of 1846. He had 
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condition of things had been predicted. He al- 
luded to the genera! policy of the Government. 


tion that could be desired could be found in the | 
documents which had been furnished to them. | 
Well, he had read the documents, and what was | 


the result at which he arrived? They adopted a 
system in 1841-2 which revived the prostrate con- 
dition of the ere ES in which it was found in 
1841; paid all the liabilities of the Government, and 


lefta surplus of twelve millions of dollars in the | 
treasury to go on with, with the public credit fifteen | 


per cent. above par. 
Why they had spent it all, sunk the public credit 
below par, and now they came here and asked for 
the temporary aid of this bill. He repeated, that 
he was not referring alone to the tariff of 1846, but 
to the generat system of policy which had been 
pursued. ‘There was the sub-treasury system, the 
revenue system, and the warehousing system, 
which might be very good in time of peace if prop- 
erly guarded and limited, but most extraordinary 
in the circumstances in which the country was 
placed. 

The Senator from Arkansas had said that he 
(Mr. E.) knew all these things as well as any- 
body, for the Secretary of the T'reasury, in the 
documents which he had furnished, had given 
them ample information. Well, but the Secretary 
seid that this revenue bill had yielded all he ex- 
pected from it. The Secretary had said to them, 
give me the revenue bill and ten millions loan, and 
I will carry on the Government to the 30th day of 
June next. He (Mr. E.) did not believe it at the 
time, and he said so. And what were they now 
told ? 
along twenty-four hours without the passage of 
this bill. Now, how did this happen, that when 
the fiscal year was but half gone all their means 
were exhausted, which the Secretary told them 
would be sufficient for the entire year? 

Mr. E. knew it was all spread out there in those 
documents, but he also knew how impossible it 
was to make estimates of the expense of such a 
war as this in which we are engaged. We know 
well what the rations cost in Mexico. We hear 
of jack loads at enormous prices. But we do not 
know how much will be required to buy steam- 
boats in the place of those wrecked while carrying 
provisions to the army. There was not a word of 
that. 
this loan of a million and a half. 
expenditures run ahead of estimates, and that is 
all. How, then, in this state of things, did they 
expect to keep good the credit and finances of the 


“ 


| therefore a little surprised that the increase was | 
| not much greater. 


| got so much by customs in December and January. || 
| Now, when does a revenue system adjust itself to 
| the business of the country? or the business of 


Why, that the Government could not get | 


| site would find that they could not reject it. 
| had now a project to raise the pay of the soldier | 
| three dollars a month. 


ae 


1 
said all he desired to say about that; but he did || foresaw that, at the next session, the entire sys- 
not refer to that alone, when he said the present || tem would be revived, and that it was then unne- 
| cessary., The Secretary of the Treasury has now || 
mantidty 
The Senator from Arkansas said all the informa- || but a duty of twenty or twenty-five 


would give him less than ought to be derived in an || 


And what had become of it ? || 
| days ahead. 
_ stocks would maintain themselves at par? 


_ few days than usual, and thus more revenue would 
| be got at the custom-house. 


| dence of a superiority of a financial policy? Noth- | 


House of Representatives, seeing the Government 


_coupled with a duty on tea and coffee, fo revive | 
| and restore the credit of the Government. 


recommended a tax on tea and coffee; 


r cent, 


emergency like this from such a source. They || 
had thrown away one and a half millions on sugar | 
and molasses, half a million on salt, three quar- || 
ters of a million on wine and spirits, and nearly a || 
million on silks, and without touching the protec- | 
tive policy at all. Why would they not bring up | 
their revenue to thirty-five or thirty-six millions |, 
by a proper system? No, they preferred to bor- || 
row, from day to day, not even looking thirty } 
Could they then expect that our 


} 

| 
ti 
} 


But the Senator from Alabama told them they | 


| 
the country adjust itself to a revenue system? || 
Notuntil years have passed. Why, in the month || 
of December there might have been some circum- | 
stances to account for the increase. A good east- 
erly wind would blow in a much larger fleet in a 


But could they point 
to an increase under such circumstances as evi- | 


ing was more fallacious. If December and Jan- 
uary got more, it was because October and No- 
vember got less. But again, something might be 
attributed to the warehousing system, and he was | 


The Senator from Arkansas told them that the 
protective policy was dead, and that they need not 
trouble themselves about that. Well, the next 


in such a strait, might see fit to remodel the whole 
system as they would find it, and restore some- | 
thing like that which was destroyed in 1846, | 


And if | 
that should be done, he presumed his friends oppo- | 


They 





That would be another | 


| million of dollars. And there were bounties and || 


country by such a system as this? Borrow money? | 


Yes, and if all could see that this war would ter- 
minate in a few months, he had no doubt all this 


stock would be taken; it could all be funded at six | 


per cent., but it would not in timeof war. These 
treasury notes would come in on the Government, 
and if they remitted gold and silver to Mexico, 
they must buy it. 
continue to borrow, borrow; and the more they 
borrowed the higher would be the rates they would 
have to pay for it. 
make for these twenty-eight millions of dollars? 


They, then, would have to | 


And what provision did they | 


This money would not carry them up to the Ist of | 


January next, and if the Congress was not called 


together in the mean time, the first thing they would | 


have to do at the next session, would be to put out 
another batch of treasury notes. And who would 
take them? for the tendency of every issue was to 
depreciate those last issued. Did anybody believe 


not been for the publication of the notice issued 
from the War Department, that no more troops 
were wanted ? 
lar would have been taken. 
or three days after that loan was taken, nine regi- 
ments were called for. 
was certain that they would have to begin the next 


two forone. It was here proposed to raise twenty- 


| for there was money enough in the country. 


other expenditures, which seemed to put the esti- || 


mates out of consideration; and he again asked || 
There was not a word about the interest on || 


We know that | 


what provision were his friends opposite making || 
to meet them? He repeated that those who in- | 
curred the expenditures should prévide the means 
to meet their responsibilities. Take the system 
adopted in 1841, and they would have ample means, 
and revive the public credit, and relieve them from 
the necessity of living from day to day by expedi- | 
ents and shifts. If they would only pursue a sys- || 
tem that would command the public confidence, | 
they would even be able to raise money by a loan, | 


} 


Mr. HUNTINGTON stated several objections | 
to this bill. One was, that although provision was || 
made that these treasury notes and the stock by || 
this bill to be created, should be at par, there was || 


no provision as to the interest which the Secreta- || 


_ ry of the Treasury should allow. The Seeretary, || 


too, might hypothecate these treasury notes, giving |, 


three millions on the credit of the Government, by | 


| the issue of treasury notes, or by a Government | 
_ twenty years’ stock at six per cent. ; but the capital- || 
_ ists would want to know whether there was any 


In this state of things it | 


session of Congress with a larger emission of treas- || 


ury notes than were now paper to be issued. 
Now, those who plunged the country into this 


condition, were bound to furnish the means neces- | 
sary to meet its obligations; and if gentlemen de- | 


sired to revive the financial credit of the country, 
let them inquire what was done in 1841. 
was a duty 
and which the other side resisted. He 


There | 
on tea and coffee which Eas peepenen, 
id not go | 


| pledged then as much as now for its re 
|The capitalists both at home and abroa 


|| provision made for the repayment of principal and | 
that the last loan would have been taken if it had | T 

| tion here to lay taxes for that purpose. 
‘|| from Maine [ 
But for that notification nota dol- | 
And yet, within two | 


interest accruing thereon. There was no proposi- || 
His friend | 


r. Evans] had called the attention 


of the Senate to the course pursued in 184], at |) 
which time, it would be recollected, authority was | 
given to obtain a loan; but every one knew the | 
difficulty there was to effect that object. An agent || 
was sent even to Europe, but not a dollar could be || 
obtained; and yet the faith of the country was | 
yment. || 
had not || 
confidence that the Government would regularly 
pay the interest as it became due, and the princi- || 
pal at the time stipulated. But the instant the || 


| 
i 


| 





| Government changed its financial policy from a 20 | 


tw cent. ad valorem and repealed the sub-treasury || 
aw, which made every dollar payable in coin, the |, 


for it himself at that time, because he thought he |) stock rose.from below par—or rather from being | 
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i 
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| reasons wh 
| under this bill. 


_ises, Government due-bills, Government o 





unsaleable—to 16 per cent. above par in the mar. 
ket. Why was this? It was because those who 
had money to loan became satisfied that the Goy. 
ernment would be able to meet both principal anq 
interest promptly. 

But it was said that there was here proposed a 
pledge of the public lands to pay both principal 
and interest: and what did that amount to? The 
creditor would as lieve have the general pledge of 
the Government. But there was something else 
here. The Government reserved to itself, under 
this bill, the right to modify the land laws, so as 
even to bring in no revenue. The Government 
was not limited not to sell the public lands for less 
than ‘a dollar and a quarter an acre. Why, they 
had now a bill before them, which proposed to 
reduce the price below that amount. They had 
another bill by which it was proposed to give scrip 
to the volunteers by way of bounty, and hence, if 
that should be passed, they would have no revenue 


| from the lands for several years. The lands, there. 


fore, were merely a nominal security; and that 
class of men that lend money for the sake of its 


| interest, will require some other security. The 


money lender, also, would desire to be informed if 
it was intended to issue any more stock, and how 


|| long the war was likely to endure, and if a loan of 


twenty-eight millions is now wanted, how much 
would be wanted a year hence; for they knew well 
that if no revenue was ere to redeem this 
stock, that it would fail. They would tell you that 
they will not purchase this stock, because in a 
year’s time there would be other stock issued, 
which would reduce the price of it in the market, 
and insure to them a loss. But even this was not 
all. The specie clause in the sub-treasury law 
required every dollar to be paidin coin, and so long 
as that provision remained, the money-lenders 
would not take the stock. These were satisfactory 
the loan could not be obtained 

The money-lenders would prefer 
treasury notes, because, as they were payable in 
two years, or fundable at their option, they would 
be the best security. The best evidence that this 
loan could not be abtvined, too, was in the fact that 
the stocks of the Government were now from two 
to two and-a-half per cent. below par. There was 
not now any proposition to modify the revenue 
laws, nor any indication that a bill would be 
brought in for that purpose, and, consequently, 
treasury notes and treasury drafts were the only 
resource of the Government to carry on the war 
and to defray the ordinary one of the Govern- 
ment. The Secretary of the Treasury had recom- 


| mended an ad valorem tax on tea and coffee; but 


very little would be obtained from that source, for 


_ it would be bonded without the payment of duties, 


the holders relying on a change of the law under 
which to bring it in. The proposition, however, 
had been resisted, so that nothing could be expect- 
ed from that source. Such was the present state of 
things. 

The only reliance, then, was treasury notes; 
and though the public creditor was not to be com- 
pelled to take them, he would be told that the 
Government had nothing else, and thus he would 
have to take them, for he would be compelled by 
inevitable necessity. The Government would, to 
be sure, pay them at par; but when it was known 
in what currency payments’ were to be made, 


| would not an addition to the contracts be made, to 


meet the depreciation of the value of this paper? 
He wished, without desiring to delay the passage 
of this bill, to call the attention of this nation to 
the fact, that this Government proposed to meet 
both its ordinary and extraordinary expenses, by 


_ evidences of a loan—not by anything that is the 


representative of money, but in Government oe 

iga- 
tions in the shape of treasury notes. That was 
what was proposed by this bill. 

Had the Senate looked at this bill? Why, the 
issue of treasury notes which it authorized was to 
an extent almost indefinite. It would be com- 
petent for the President of the United States to 
issue treasury notes for two and a half years after 
the termination of the war with Mexico, for he had 
here authority given to him to reissue these notes 
at any time not exceeding six months from the 
restoration of peace: so that, if they had peace 
immediately after these treasury notes were issued, 
the President could reissue them to the amount of 
this twenty-three millions of dollars. What a 
spectacle was here presented! They had a law on 








1847. 








the Government to be paid in gold and silver; the 


Government, at the same time, issuing this im- | 
mense amount of promises, without providing du- | 


ties to meet those obligations. This Government 


would create a circulating medium of twenty-eight | 


millions of dollars of. paper money, and still com- 
a the business of the country to be done in specie. 
V : ; 

That the effect of this would be to depreciate the 
notes of the Government, no one could doubt. 


call the attention of the Senate and the country. 
This Government, under the warehousing system, 
which he had occasion to speak against at the last 
session, had in some measure adopted the English 


hat a spectacle was this to hold up to the people! | 


system of dock warrants or warehouse receipts, | 


which by English laws are made negotiable. 


he | 


THE CON 


He alluded to the increased influx of foreign pau- 
pers and criminals into the United States. A few 
days since, he had the pleasure of introducing a 
bill to meet this difficulty, and he was rejoiced to 
find that he was sustained by so respectable a body 
of men as the Common Council of the city of New 
York. A committee from that body was now in 
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their statute book requiring every dollar paid to 1 interest in the city of New York and other cities. 


this city, to urge this subject upon Congress, His | 
| object in rising was to move that the petition be 


t ‘ \ || printed, and referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
There was another thing to which he wished to 


| diciary. 


Secretary of the Treasury has authorized the ap- || 


eae of an additional clerk at the custom- 
not as a cigeulating medium, but they are used as 
pledges for money raised upon the goods which 
they represent. For these receipts, twenty-five 
cents are paid. By such a system, the goods were 
kept in the warehouse, ard the Government de- 
prived of the duties, while they were made a means 
of traffic amongst merchants. Now, he advised 
the party in power to restore the tariff of 1842, 
repeal the sub-treasury law, modify the ware- 
housing system, and this loan could be obtained; 
but if the present system were pursued, Govern- 
ment promises would be the only means the Gov- 
ernment would possess to meet its obligations. 

Mr. HANN 
journ,. - 

Mr. TURNE 
and they were ordered, and resulted thus: Yeas 
24, nays 25. 

So the Senate refused to-adjourn. 
Mr. NILES briefly replied to some remarks 


which had fallen from the Senators from Arkan- | 


sas and Alabama, [Messrs. Sevier and Lewis,]} 
and also to the observations of his colleague, [Mr. 
Hontineton,] and reiterated the opinion he had 
previously expressed on this subject. He disap- 
proved of the policy of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, whose system, though it might be sufficient 
in a time of peace, would admit of no enlargement 
in time of war. He asked if they should go on 
and persist in error, when the credit of the Govern- 
ment was falling, simply because error had been 
once adopted. The rates of duties had been cut 





| 
| 
| 
i 
j 
| 
| 
| 


eo moved that the Senate ad- || 
called for the yeas and nays, 


|| pri 


| 
| 


Mr. COBB called for a division of the question. 
The question was accordingly taken—first, upon 


the motion to refer 4o the Committee on the Judi- | 


ciary; which motion was agreed to. 

The question recurring upon the motion to print 
the memorial, 

Mr. BOYD inquired of the Chair whether the 


aera : t | motion to refer to the Judiciary Committee had 
ouse in New York, to issue warehouse receipts, | 


been put.and carried ? 


The SPEAKER replied that it had. 


in his neighborhood. They understood the ques- 
tion of reference put and carried to be upon the 
| reference to the Committee on Commerce. 

The SPEAKER said that the gentleman from 
New York, on his left, [Mr. Seaman,] had moved 


| from New York, 


(Mr. Macray,] referring the me- 
morial to the Judiciary Committee, instead of the 
Committee on Commerce; and the question, ac- 
cordingly, was taken first upon the amendment, 
! which had been agreed to. 


| 





| dently did not understand the subject. 


| memorial from the Common Council of the city of 





' ter which had been under the consideration of a 
| special committee of that body, urging the imme- 
| diate action of Congress. 
Several voices. What is the question? 
Mr. SEAMAN. Simply on the printing. 
| Several voices. That’s not it—what is it about? 
Mr. SEAMAN. The importation of paupers. 
| Mr. COBB. I ask for a reading of the memo- 

rial. 
The Clerk then unrolled the memorial: but it 
| for a reading, and said he would be satisfied with a 
| statement of its general purport. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 

int, and it was decided in the affirmative. 
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made by the Secretary of the Treasury. He (Mr. 
R.) wished to say 

Mr. G.S. HOUSTON. I should like to know 
whether this is a question of privilege! [Cries of 
* Oh! Oh!!” 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
York will state his question of privilege. 

Mr. RATHBUN. _ Lassert that up to this hour, 
although more than half of the session has expired, 
no report has been made, and that the report might 
have been made in a few days after the call was 
made, if the Secretary of the Treasury had per- 
formed his duty, as he was bound to do by law. 
Now the question | make is this—and I prepose 
to call the attention of the House to the subject, 
simply with a view of presenting it to their con- 
sideration, in order that they may take what action 
they may deem appropriate—that the Secretary of 
the Treasury, being bound by law to communicate 
to this House any information called for in regard 





| to the duties and business of his office, has omitted 


Mr. BOYD said that it was not so understood | 


an amendment to the motion of the other gentleman | 


Mr. SEAMAN remarked that the House evi- | 


It wasa | 


New York, setting forth facts in relation toa mat- | 


the performance of that duty; and I submit to the 

House whether he does not stand guilty of disre- 
| garding the legal requirements of this House, and 
| therefore in contempt of the order of this House. 

The SPEAKER. It is indistinctly in the recol- 
lection of the Chair that a report has been made, 
and the Chair has sent to the clerk’s office in order 
to ascertain the fact. 

Mr. RATHBUN begged to be allowed to cor- 
rect the Chair. There was a resolution in relation 
to weighers and measurers, which was answered. 
The other resolution had not been answered, as 
the Clerk would recollect he (Mr. R.) had made 
inquiry at his desk on Saturday morning, and was 
so informed. He was not disposed to call on the 
House, to-day, to exercise its authority, but he 
was disposed, unless -this subject was attended to 
immediately, to move that the House compel an 
answer in the proper mode. At some early day, 


| unless in the mean time the Secretary furnished 


| was so bulky, that Mr. C. at once withdrew his call | 


the desired information, he would move that the 
House should, in the mode which it knew very 
well how to employ, secure compliance with its 
requirements. 

fr. BAYLY then rose and said, that it hap- 
pened accidentally that on this occasion he was 
enabled to defend the Secretary of the Treasury in 
reference to this matter; and finding that the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means had 
not the information, he (Mr. B.) felt it due to that 
officer of the Government to state what he would 
now proceed to offer to the consideration of the 


down too low, and he knew it was the opinion of || Mr. BOYD moved that the House resolve itself || House. A short time since—— 


the Secretary of the Treasury that no more reve- 
nue could be had from imports. He glanced at 
the English policy, by which a large proportion of 
revenue was raised by a few articles, and said he 
hoped and expected they would have received a 
communication on the subject of our revenue sys- 
tem ere this. By pursuing the present system, 
they could anticipate nothing but greater difficul- 
ties and embarrassments, which would increase 
from day to day. He was for sustaining the treas- 
ury, but he knew it could not be sustained in any 
other way than by increasing the duties on im- 

orts, 
Mr. BADGER said it was now near five o’clock, 
and he presumed their friends on the other side did 
not suppose they could force this bill through to- 
night. If they did, he could assure them they 
would be mistaken. He had no desire to create 
any delay, but some little regard should be paid to 
that side of the Chamber. “He supposed that the 
bill would pass to-morrow, and in that expecta- 
tion, he moved that the Sentte do now adjourn. 

Mr. TURNEY called for the yeas and nays, 
and they were ordered; and being taken, the mo- 
tion was agreed to: Yeas 24, nays 20. 

The Senate therefore adjourned until to-morrow 
morning. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, January 25, 1847. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

Mr. MACLAY (by unanimous consent) pre- 
sented a memorial of the Common Council of New 
York city, in relation to the exportation of paupers 
and criminals; which he asked to have referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. SEAMAN said that the petition contained 
a great deal of very important information in rela- 
ton to a matter which is now exciting an unusual 


‘| into Committee of the Whole on the state of the || 


'| Union, but gave way at the solicitation of 


} 


|| Mr. RATHBUN, who rose and said, he desired 


|| to speak to a question of privilege; and leave being 


| granted, he proceeded: 


n the 8th of December, 


|| the House would recollect, he offered the follow- 


j 
' 


|| lution 





ae 


} 
| 
| 
j 
i 
| 


| Secretary of the Treasury: 


1846, been employed as secret inspectors of the customs, or 


name or names of all persons so employed; the collection 
district in which he or they reside, or to which appointed ; 
when, and by whom appointed; what duty he or they have 
performed ; the amount of the per diem or other pay allowed 
to each person; the amount of travelling fees or expenses, 
or both, allowed and now due, or paid to each; the aggre- 
gate of all pay, travel, fees, or expenses due, allowed, or 


what authority such appointments were made, and such 
payments made.” 

On the 22d of December he offered another reso- 
, calling on the Secretary of the Treasury to 
| report whether any sum or sums of money had 
| been paid by his authority, or the authority of any 
| other officer in the Treasury Department, for the 
| services of any persons, or for the expenses of any 





tariff bill furnished by the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to the Committee of Ways an 
last session of Congress; the names of the persons 
so paid; the amounts paid to each; the services or 
expenses for which such service was made; out 
of what fund, and in what payment was made; 
whether said person or 
time officers under the 


paid to each; where, how, and by whom paid; and also by | 


| 


|| ing resolution, which was adopted, calling on the | 


6 Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be request- || 
ed to report to this House, with all convenient despatch, | 
whether any person or persons have at any time between || 
the 4th day of March, 1845, and the Ist day of December, || 


agent, or in any capacity other than ordinary officers; the 


| 


| 
| 


The SPEAKER. There is not at present any 
_ question before the House. 

Mr. GEORGE 8S. HOUSTON hoped that the 
| gentleman from Virginia would be allowed to make 
a statement in reply to the gentleman from New 
| York. 

Mr. BAYLY. I presume that the House will 

allow me to make a reply. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON hoped that the gen- 

tleman would be allowed to proceed. 

Mr. GEORGE 8S. HOUSTON. There surely 
| can be no objection. 

Mr. CULLOM. I object. 

Mr. COBB. It is due to the Secretary of the 
Treasury that the explanation of the gentleman 
from Virginia should be permitted. [t was surely 


|| just that an opportunity should be afforded for the 


! 
| 
| 
i 


| 
| 
} 


exculpation of that officer of the Government from 
the insinuation—if not the charge—made by the 
gentleman from New York. I therefore move to 
postpone the special order till one o’clock, in order 
to give the gentleman from Virginia an opportu- 
nity to make that explanation; and on that question 
I ask the yeas and nays. 

Mr. GEORGE S. HOUSTON suggested that 
the gentleman from Georgia should modify his 
resolution so as to postpone the special order for 


persons, in aiding or assisting in draughting the || ten minutes. 


Mr. COBB. I will modify it so as to postpone 


Means at the |; the special order for a sufficient length of time to 


enable the gentleman from Virginia to make the 
opener: 

r. CULLOM rose to address the Chair. 
The SPEAKER reminded the gentleman that 


rsons were at the same | the question was not debatable. 
eneral Government, con- || 


Mr. SCHENCK inquired whether the mornin 


nected with the collection of the revenue; the sala- | business did not take precedence of the specia 
order? 


ry and pay of each per annum; and the authority 


under which payment was made. To neither of || 


The SPEAKER. The special order overrides 


these resolutions of inquiry had any reply been |) the morning business. 








. 
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and nays. 
Mr. ROOT. 


I renew it. 


The yeas and nays were then taken on the | 


motion of the gentleman from Georgia, with the 
following result: 


YEAS—Meeers, Stephen Adams, Atkinson, Bayly, Bedin- 


vey, Benton, James Black, James A. Black, Bowdon, Bowlin, 
toyd, Brockenbrough, Brodhead, William G. Brown, Burts 
Catheart, R. Chapman, Chase, Clarke, Cobb, Collin, Culloms 
Cunningham, Daniel, Dargan, DeMott, Dobbin, Dougiass, 
Dromgoole, Duntap, Edsall, 
Ficklin, Fries, Garvin, Giles, Gordon, Grover, Hamlin, 
Haralson, Harmauson, Hastings, Henicy, Isauc E. Holmes, 
Hopkins, Hough, G. 3, Houston, Hungerford, J. B. Hunt, 
Charles J. Ingersoll, Jenkins, James H. Johnson, George 
W. Jones, Kaufinan, Preston King, Lawrence, Leake, 
LeMer, La Sere, Maclay, McClelland, MeClernand, Me- 
Crate, MeDaniel, Mckay, Jon P. Martin, Barkley Martin, 
Morris, Moulton, Nora, Parrish, Payne, Pendleton, Perrill, 
Perry, Pillebury, Reid, Relfe, Ritter, Roberts, Russell, Saw- 
tele, Scammon, Seddon, Alexander D. Sims, ‘Thos. Smith, 
Robert Siaiith, Stanton, Starkweather, Sykes, James Thomp- 
son, Jaco) Thompson, Tibbatts, Toombs, Tredway, Went- 
wort, Williams, Woodward, and Woodworth—109. 
NAYS—Mesera. Abbott, Anderson, Arnold, Ashmun, Bar- 
ringer, Bell, Blanchard, Brinkerhoff, Milton Brown, Buffing- 
ton, Joba H. Campbell, Carrott, John G. Chapman, Chipman, 
Cocke, Collamer, Cranston, Crozier, Culver, Garrett Davis, 
Delano, Dockery, Edwin Hl. Ewing, Poot, Foster, Giddings, 
Graham, Grider, Grinnell, Hale, Hampton, Elias B. Holmes, 
Join W. Houston, Samuel D. Hubbard, Hudson, Washing 
ton Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Andrew Johnson, Daniel P. 
King, Leth, Lewis, Long, Joseph J. McDowell, McGaughey, 
McHenry, Melivaine, Marsh, Miller, Moseley, Pollock, 
Ramsey, Ripley, Julius Rockwell, Jobu A, Rockwell, Root, 
Runk. Schenck, Seaman, Severance, Truman Smith, Albert 
Sinith, Cateb B. Smith, Strohm, Thomasson, Tilden, Trum- 
bo, Wheaton, White, Wilmot, Winthrop, Woodruff, and 
Young—73. 


So. the motion was agreed to, and the special | 


t 
order was postponed, 


Mr. BAYLY then proceeded. He said that a 
great deal of time had been consumed in debating 
the point and in taking the yeas and nays; whilst 
his explanation itself would not occupy more than 
five minutes. As he was about to say, when it 
was objected that the explanation should be given, 
that he had called upon the Secretary of the 'Treas- 
ury, a few days ago, on another matter of business, 
and in the course of conversation that very subject 
of answering the inquiries of the two Houses of 
Congress presented itself. 
that the physical force of his department would not 


The Secretary told him | 


enable him to answer all the calls upon him which 


had been made. Amongst others, the Secretary 
spoke of this very call, which required a corre- 
spondence with every part of the Union, and 
necessarily a vast deal of clerical force. 
(Mr. B.) recollected—and he mentioned it there in 


And he | 


justice to the Secretary of the Treasury—that he | 


(Mr. B) expressed to the Secretary his strong con- 
viction that the call ought not to be answered: 
that the House should be informed of the difficulty 
of doing it, and of the mischief which would result; 
and that, if the subject were properly brought 
before it—as he (Mr. B.) meant to bring it when 
an opportunity was atforded—the House would 
not demand the information. 


notwithstanding that expression of eee on his | 


(Mr. B.’s) part, stated thatthe House had made the 
call, he presumed, understandingly, and he thought 
it right to answer it fully, and would do so as 
soon as it was possible with the force he could put 
upon it, and consistent with the duty of answering 
prior and more urgent calls. 


Amongst other calls, | 


there Was at this time before the Secretary of the 


‘Treasury a call from the Senate inquiring upon 
what articles tn the tariff the duties could be raised 
without diminishing the revenue. That was a 


more pressing matter, and was connected directly | 


with the legislation of Congress. The Secretary 


was of opinion—as he presumed every man in that || 


House would be—that that call of the Senate first | 


demanded his attention, and he was at work upon 
it now, day and night. He (Mr. B.) thought it 
proper further to add, that in answer to a part of 


Elfsworth, Erdinan, Faran, | 


But the Secretary, || 


| York, he (Mr. B.) considered it very unreasona- 


the call of the gentleman from New York, the Sec- i 


retary stated that it would necessarily occupy a | 
good deal of time to answer the other branch of | 


the call, but that he was collecting information to | 
enable him to answer it, and that he would answer | 


it as soon as he could consistently with prior and 
more indispensable engagements. 





New York 


the gentleman from Virginia for a moment. 


And yet, with | 
that information before him, the gentleman from | 


THE CO 


Mr. COBB then withdrew his call for the yeas | Mr. BAYLY proceeded. Why the gentleman | 








had not corrected him (Mr. B.) at all. He had 
said the very thing which he (Mr. B.) had just 
stated. In his reply, the Secretary alluded to 
the demand upon his time by the calls, and said 


_ that he must answer them as he could, and in the 


order of their importance. Now, in reference to 


| this particular call, he (Mr. B.) should, at an early 


_ to give reasons why the Secretary of the Treasury 
_had not answered the call, so as to state his own 


| any law which authorized the appointment of these 


| He (Mr. 8.) understood that one of these secret 


_ that after the gentleman himself, and the majority 


Secretary said that it imposed great labor, and || 


would necessarily occupy much time, 


day, if he got an opportunity, move to rescind it. 
It was a call for the names of secret inspectors of | 
the customs throughout the Union, and 
Mr. CARROLL here said: I rise to a question 
of order. I wish to know whether the gentleman 
is to use the privilege granted him by the House, 





opinions? I wish to know whether that comes 
within the privileged matter. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Virginia || 
will confine himself strietly to the matter within 
this privileged question. . 

Mr. BAYLY would do so. He was explaining 
why the Secretary had not been enabled to answer 
this particular call. He had said that the Secre- 
tary was engaged in answering calls of a more 
pressing character, and to make that explanation 
satisfactory, he was referring to the character of 
this call, which was for the names of the secret 
inspectors of the customs throughout the United 
States. Well now, he would ask, what possible | 
connexion could that have with any legislation of 
the House? He was unable to see any connexion 
whatever. The only effect of it would be to make | 
public what was now secret. It would give the 
names of those secret inspectors, and make it ne- 
cessary that they should be removed by whole- 
sale. 


Mr. RATHBUN here said he should like to see 


secret inspectors. 
Mr. BAYLY presumed there was such a law. 
Mr. RATHBUN would be glad if the learned 
gentleman from Virginia would give him the refer- 
ence to such a law. 
Mr. BAYLY thought that the Secretary had 


| been perfectly right in attending to more pressing 


calls, even to the neglect of this one. 

Mr. SCHENCK said that the gentleman had | 
spoken of the propriety or impropriety of diselo- | 
sing the names of secret inspectors of the cus- | 
toms—officers which he (Mr. S.) did not know 
were authorized by law. He had endeavored the 
other day to get in a resolution in reference to 
another set of secret agents—the class employed 
in the detection of counterfeiters of current coin. 


agents was the very man with regard to whom 
proof had been submitted to the Towa Legislature 


of his offering bribes of offices and money to pro- 


cure certain members of that Legislature to vote 
for a certain gentleman as United States Senator. 
[Cries of  Oh!?? «Oh !”? 
Mr. BAYLY reminded the gentleman that he 
had not yielded the floor. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vir- 


| ginia has the floor. 


Mr. BAYLY desired the floor for this reason, ‘ 


—nearly the whole—of his political friends had 
refused him (Mr. B.) the privilege of replying to | 
the statement made by the gentleman from New | 


ble in them to undertake to force him to reply to | 
others. But in reference to the statement of that 
gentleman, [Mr. Scnenck,] he had no hesitation | 
in saying—without knowing anything more about | 
it—that the whole matter had no foundation in 
fact. 

Mr. SCHENCK said he knew nothing about 
its truth. He had stated what he had heard. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The question now is, Shall 
the House resolve itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union? 

Mr. SCHENCK inquired if a motion to sus- 

nd the rules would not have precedence ? 

The SPEAKER informed the gentleman that | 
the motion was to go into committee on a special | 
order; and that a motion to suspend the rules | 
would not be in order, the motion to go into com- | 


j 


j 
} 


Mr. RATHBUN here begged leave to interrupt || suspension of the rules. ight of a 


The || 


suspension of the rules. |) 


Mr. SCHENCK moved further to postpone the || 
special order, to afford him the opportunity to offer | 


'\ certain resolutions, which he would now send to 


NGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| which they were mustered into the service of the Gove 
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the Clerk’s table, that they might be read for the 


_ information and action of the House. 


The resolutions were read accordingly, and are 


| as follows: 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representctives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, Tat it 
order to terminate the war unhappily existing between tee 
United States and Mexico, with due regard to the rights nud 
national existence and independence of the two republics 
and with a view to bring about an honorable peace, the 
President of the United States be requested to withdraw all 


| troops and military forces of the United States now west of 
| the Rio Grande in Mexico to the east side of that river. 


That all volunteers now in the service of the United 


| States be discharged, taking due eare, in the order of dix. 


charge, that provision be made for the return of all such 
volunteers to their respective homes, or to the States jn 
th 
ment. 

That the President be requested and advised to keep aij 
or such portion as he may deem necessary for that purpose, 
of the regular army under his command, along or near the 
western frontier of the United States, prepared to repel or 
prevent any encroachment or depredation by Mexican citi- 
zens or soldiers, on the territory, property, or people of this 
Union, while any question or controversy shaiJ remain yp- 
settled between the Governments of Mexico and the United 
States: Provided, That this shall not be construed to meay 
that the President is advised against retaining possession of 
the disputed country between the western limit of the State 


| of Texas and the Rio Grande, until such time as a treaty 
| settling adefinitive boundary line between the United States 
, and Mexico shall be concluded between the two Govern. 


ments, if the President, in his discretion, shali deem that 
such continued forcible possession of that disputed territory 
will tend to promote the making of such treaty. 

That the President be advised and requested to prove- 
cute the existing war against the Goverment of Mexico by 
effectually blockading, or seizing and retaining, with every 


| proper security, the harbors, ports of entry, and custoim- 


houses of Mexico, on the Gulf of Mexico and on the Pacific 
coast of that country; and to hold the same until such time 
as a treaty of peace may be made ified between the 
Governments of Mexico and the U tates, establishing 
a permanent boundary line between the territories of the 
two countries, liquidating and adjusting, and paying or 
securing to be paid, all just indemnities for spoliations com- 


' mitted by Mexico or her citizens upon the persons or 


property of the citizens of the United States, and settling 
all other questions or causes of controversy between the two 
Governments. 

That duties shall be levied upon goods, wares, and mer- 
chandise imported into Mexico, at the ports of entry and 
custom-houses that may be held in possession by the author- 
ities of the United States, at the same rate, and collected 
in like manner as such duties are levied and collected for 
the time being at the custom-houses of the United States; 
and the proceeds of duties, so collected in Mexico, shall 
constitute and be made a fund, to be held as security against 
Mexico until she shall agree to and conclude a treaty as 
aforesaid. 

That no further increase of the present regular army of 
the United States shall be made by inlistment or otherwise ; 
but, as fast as the terms of inlistment of soldiers now in 
service may expire, the army shal] be reduced until itis 
brought to the number that was in service on the Ist day of 
January, 1847. 

And be it further resolved, That it is against the policy 
and interest of this Government to wage a war for the con- 


| quest of territory, and there should not be acquired, by any 
| treaty to be negotiated and concluded between the Govern- 


ments of the United States and Mexico, any territory what- 
ever additional to the territory now lying legally and properly 
within the present limits of the United States, or within 
the boundary of any now existing State of this Union. 

And be it further resolved, That no application of any 


| money appropriated, or to be appropriated, by act of this 


Congress, for carrying on the existing war with Mexico, or 
for increasing, strengthening, or in any way supplying, the 


| military or naval defences or forces of this Government, 


shall be made, nor is any expenditure thereof authorized, 
exceptsuch application and expenditure be strictly in accord- 
ance with the declaration and provisions of these resolu- 


| tions. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE raised a point of order, 


_ objecting to the further postponement, (which he 


seemed to mistake for a motion to suspend the 


rules.) 


After some conversation— 

Mr. SCHENCK said he would obviate the diffi- 
culty by withdrawing his motion for the present, 
and giving notice in#tead, that he would on to- 


|| morrow ask leave to introduce these resolutions. 


Mr. GARRETT DAVIS rose and said, that in 
connexion with the statement made to the House 
by the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Rartu- 
BUN,| he would move a resolution as a question of 
privilege. 

Resolved, That a committee of five be raised to 
inquire whether any of the Secretaries of the sev- 
eral departments has failed or refused to furnish to 
this House any information called for by it of him; 
and, also, to inquire into the cause of such failure 
or refusal; and that said committee have power to 
— for persons and papers, and report to this 

ouse. 


Mr. HOPKINS objected to its reception. 

The CHAIR, after an explanation stating that 
the resolution had no special reference to the reso- 
lution offered by the gentleman from New York, 
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Mr. Rarusow,] but respected the privileges of the || 


House generally, overruled the objection. _ 

Mr. HENLEY moved to lay the resolution on 
the table. : . 

The yeas and nays were asked on this motion; | 
and, being ordered by the House, ‘ 

Mr. HENLEY withdrew his motion. 

And the question being on the reception of the 
resolution as a matter of privilege, 


Mr. DROMGOOLE denied that the resolution 


involved any question of privilege, and took an 


appeal from the decision of the Chair. He said 
that this was a novel mode of trying one of the | 
heads of department. The gentleman offering this 
resolution stated it to be a question of privilege, 
byt the resolution itself said nothing about the 
privileges of the House. 

The reading of the resolution being loudly called | 
for, it was read again. 

Mr. DAVIS said he would ask the gentleman 
from Virginia if it was nota privilege pertaining 
to that House to call upon any of the executive 
departments for information in their possession, | 
and necessary to the ELouse’to enable it to act un- 
derstandingly on business before it? The resolu- | 
tion assumed the true state of facts—that informa- | 
tion of this kind had been asked by the House, 
but that the head of the department had refused 
or failed to furnish it. Was this no violation of 

rivilege ? 

The CHAIR now stated, that having more care- 
fully examined the wording of the resolution, he 
found that it stated nothing on its face in regard to 
the privileges of the House, and did not, in his 
judgment, technically involve a question of privi- 
— The Chair would therefore reverse its for- 
mer decision, and now ruled the resolution to be 
out of order. 

From this decision Mr. DAVIS, in his turn, 
appealed. : : 7 

Mr. D., in supporting his appeal, said thafhe 
had never heard it denied thatit was a privilege of 
the House to call for information from the depart- 
ments, and if the House had the right to make a 
call, was it notits privilege to have its call answer- 
ed? The resolution was not directed against the 
head of any particular department, neither was it 
a novel mode, or any other mode, of trying him: 
it was a resolution whose object was the assertion 
and preservation of the privileges of that House. 
The Secretary of the Treasury was an officer of 
that House: the treasury wes not an executive 
department; but it was a department created by 
law, and by the law of its creation made responsi- 
ble to Congress. And should their own officer— 
their creature—having in his official poseseeen 
information required by the business of the House, 
when that information was called for by the House, 
be suffered to refuse to furnish it? And if he did, 
was it nota violation of the privileges of the House? | 
He could not conceive on what principle this could 
be denied. The business of the House had been | 
obstructed by the refusal or the failure of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury to respond to its call: the 
resolution proposed to raise a committee of inquiry 
to see whether such a refusal had been made, and | 
what was the reason for it. The Secretary might | 
possibly have a full justification of his conduct: 
and if he had, this inquiry would bring it out. It | 
might become necessary to resort to further legis- | 
lation to secure to the House the obtaining of such | 
information as it desired. If it was a privilege of 
the House to get the information, then surely it | 
was a question of privilege to ask why it had been | 
withheld, in order that the Hguse might, if needful, | 

} 
| 








apply the proper remedy. 

After some further conversation— 

The CHAIR further explained. This was a 
case of failure to comply with a call, and not of | 
positive refusal. No question of privilege arose | 
on the face of the resolution. 

Mr. DAVIS said he would then modify his res- | 
olution so as to make it a call upon the Treasury; 
and he modified it accordingly, so as to read as 
follows : 

Resolved, That a select committee of five be 
raised to inquire whether the Secretary of the | 
Treasury has failed or refused to furnish to this 
House any information called for by it of him, 
and also to inquire into the cause of such failure 
or refusal, and that said committee have power to 
send for persons and papers, and report to this | 
House. 
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varied by the modification, which confined the in- 
quiry to one of the heads of department instead of 
making it general. The argument of the gentle- 


man from Kentucky [Mr. Davis] was founded on | 


a failure to distinguish between the rights of the 


|, House and the delicate question of its privileges. 


He admitted that it was a right of the House to 
call on the departments for information; and fail- 
ure on their part to furnish it was a neglect of duty; 
bit it was no breach of privilege. If a matter of 
this kind was to be pronounced a question of priv- 
ilege, what was it that the House had power to 
do which might not be converted into a matter of 


| privilege ? 


Mr. D. disclaimed all desire to screen the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, or any other head of a de- 
partment, in the neglect of duty; nor did he apolo- 
gize for the delay in the present case. He was 


| willing to repeat the call of the House: if after 


that the Secretary should stand out, and refuse 


| the information asked for, he should be prepared 


| for ulterior measures. 


But he would not con- 
sent to confound questions which were entirely dis- 


| tinet. 


| about the removal of the deposites, 


As to the doctrine that the treasury was not an | 


executive department, he had thought that ques- 
tion put at rest when the question was agitated 
It had at that 
time been settled the other way. The argument 
rested on the fact that the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury was required to report immediately to Con- 
gress instead of reporting to the President. But 


| this was a mere arrangement of convenience, be- 


cause the House had the matter of finance under 
its more immediate cognizance; but he contended 
that Congress had just the same right to erder the 


| head of any other department to report directly 





| to itself. 


Mr. SCHENCK said he was gratified that the 
penvarnen from Kentucky had modified his reso- 
ution. [He called for the reading of the resolu- 
tion as modified, and it was read accordingly at 
the Clerk’s table.) 

The resolution should not have respect to heads 
of department generally; first, because the House 
did not know that any other than the Secretary of 
the Treasury had refused to obey its call; and, 
second, because the Secretary of the Treasury stood 
in a relation somewhat different, he being express- 
ly required by law to report to the House; he might 
therefore be directly reached, without the inter- 
vention of the President. 

What was this resolution? A resolution to in- 
quire, by a committee of the House, whether the 
Secretary of the Treasury had refused compliance 
with its call for information. Why this inquiry, 
and why was this a question of privilege? Be- 
cause the gentleman from New York [Mr. Rara- 
BUN] stated—(here Mr. S. referred to the date of 
the calls made, &c.;) but not only had these calls 
of the House been unheeded, but the gentleman 
had stated that he was credibly informed that the 
Secretary had declared he would not answer the 
calls, or one of them. 

Mr. BAYLY said he had not so understood the 
gentleman from New York. 

Mr. RATHBUN said he could not say how re- 
liable the information was which he had received; 
but he had been told, and froma respectable source, 
that the Secretary had said he would not answer 
the call till just at the end of the session. 

Mr. SCHENCK said this was worse than if he 
had said that he would not answer it at all: it was 
a miserable evasion. 

Mr. STEPHEN ADAMS said that the Secre- 
tary had replied to one of the calls, and in that 
reply he had stated that he had not sufficient force 
to reply to the calls made upon him by Congress; 
that he would answer as soon as possible; but was 


in the meantime complying with what he consid-— 


ered as more imperious demands in other calls. 


Mr. SCHENCK thought, if the Secretary was | 
so situated, he might have called the attention of | 


| Mr. 8. was glad the question had been raised. 


the House to the difficulty of which he complain 
ed, and asked it to apply a remedy. 

Mr. HENLEY nea what was the question 
before the House? Was the gentleman from Ohio 
in order? 

The CHAIR said the qneeuen was on an appeal 
from the decision of the Chair, and the gentleman 
was in order. 

Mr. SCHENCK said he did nek semaions atall 
of these repeated interruptions. , he sym- 
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rupted him, because it was often the only way in 
which he could himself get the floor. 

But to resume. If it was true that the Secreta- 
ry hadsaid he should not answer the call of the 
House till the end of the session, it was worse 
than a direct plain refusal; because these calls 
were intended to affect the legislation of the House. 
To say that he would answer when it would be 
too late for the House to act, was to add evasion 
and insult to a direct refusal to obey the will of 
the House. Mr.S. did not say that the Secretar 
had said this; but the gentleman from New York 
stated it on credible information. But, admit he 
had not used such expressions of insult, yet he 
had suffered half the session to expire without 
taking the least notice of a call of the House. Ad- 
mitting that he had explained as to one of the two 
calls, yet how did it stand as to that calling for the 
names of secret agents employed by his depart- 
ment? Whathad been the object of the call? To 
ascertain whether agents of this sort had been em- 
ployed without the sanction of law; whether they 
might not have been employed ostensibly for one 
purpose, and yet have served the ends of the Sec- 
retary in quite another? The House had demand- 
ed to know who these men were, and where they 
were employed. When it knew this, then it could 
institute the inquiry here whether there was any 
law to warrant their employment. Here was a 
purpose of the House to inquire in order that it 
might legislate. If the Secretary delayed so long 
to answer, was it not equivalent to a refusal ? 

In this light the inquiry constituted a question 
of privilege. The House asked for certain infor- 
mation on which to legislate. ‘The Secretary said 
it should not have it. He would withhold from it 
information which might cross his designs. 

Mr. RATHBUN stated that the call had not 
been in the form of a request, but of a direction. 

Mr. SCHENCK said that this removed about 
one half of what had been said by the very astute 
gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Dromeoo.e,] who 
put himself, lawyer-like, upon a distinction be- 
tween a rule to show cause and a rule absolute, 
But it now appeared that this call was in the shape 
of a rule absolute. Could any man doubt that it 
was a question of privilege for the House to in- 
quire whether its officer had refused to obey the 
rule? 

The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Bayty] said 
that the refusal of the Secretary had been made 

_ under his advice. 
Mr. BAYLY. The gentleman is mistaken. I 
said no such thing. 
Mr. SCHENCK. Did you not? I so under- 
stood you. Mr. S, said that this had not been the 
| call of an individual member, but of the House of 
Representatives of the United States. The Secre- 
| tary, in refusing to comply with it, had not treated 

with disregard and disrespect the resolution of the 
member from New York: it was treating with 
| contumely a branch of the National Legisiature. 
The question involved the entire power of that 
Hoagise to protect itself and to require itself to be 
obeyed; its power to call for and to exact from an 
officer of its own, information which he had and 
which it wanted. It was not for the Secretary to 
judge whether the information was necessary to 
the legislation of that House or not; the House 
had demanded it; that was sufficient. The House, 
when it got the information, would use it or not, 
as it pleased; it was none of his business. He had 
no right to judge whether the information was im- 
portant or not. Mr. 8. cared not how frivolous or 
unimportant it might be; he cared not whether it 
called for the most useless and cumbrous bundle 
| of statistics that ever was put together, the Secre- 
tary was not to judge of that. If the call seemed 
| to him to be founded in mistake, he might have 
_ respectfully stated his opinion, and asked a recon- 
sideration of the call; but as long as the resolution 


was not withdrawn, his only duty was to answer 
it. 





He thought that for a long time power bad been 
gradually stealing away from the legislative and 
| centering in the executive department of the Gov- 
| ernment. Ele had seen too much ‘of this at the 


last session. Bills had again and again received 


|| their shape from one of the departments, and were 


| brought in whole into the House, that Congress 
| might register the edicts thus drawn up by author- 
_ ity and prepared ready to receive their seal. Nay 


Mr. DROMGOOLE said the question was not |! pathized with the various gentlemen who inter- || more: not only had this been repeatedly done, but 
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heads of departments themselves had thrust them- | 
selves into the Representatives Hall, in cases where | 
a close vote was apprehended, and had used, or | 
had appeared to use, their personal influence on 
members individually with a view to operate on | 
their votes on that floor. After a spectacle such 

as that, Mr. S. rejoiced when he saw that House 
or the other branch of the National Legislature 
have the spirit to stand up in vindication of its 
rights and its dignity, and willing to do something 
in defence of the independence of one of the great 
departments of this Government. 

Mr. BOYD moved the previous question. 

Mr. COBB moved to lay the motion on the ta- | 
ble. 
Mr. STEPHEN ADAMS asked for the yeas 

and nays. 

Mr. COBB thereupon withdrew his motion. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved the previous ques- | 
tion; which was seconded. 

And the main question being on sustaining the 
decision of the Chair, 

‘The yeas and nays were asked and refused; and 
the question was decided in the affirmative. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained, and 
the resolution moved by Mr. Davis was declared 
to be out of order. 

Mr. GARRETT DAVIS then moved to post- 
pone the special order to enable him to introduce 
the resolution, 

Mr. HENLEY moved to lay the motion to post- | 
pone on the table; on which the yeas and nays 
were taken, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Atkinson, Bayly, Bed- | 
inger, Benton, Biggs, James Biack, J. A. Black, Bowdon, | 
Bowlin, Boyd, Brinkerbott, Brockenbrough, W. G. Brown, 
Burt, A. A. Chapman, Chase, Chipman, Clarke, Cobb, Collin, 
Cottrell, Cullom, Cummins, Cunninguam, Daniel, Dargan, 
De Mott, Dillingham, Dobbin, Douglass, Dromgoole, Duulap, 
Edsall, Ellsworth, Erdman, Faran, Foster, Fries, Garvin, 
Giles, Gordon, Graham, Grover, Hamlin, Haralson, Harman- || 
aon, Hastings, Henley, Hoge, Hopkins, G. 8. Houston, E. W. 
Hubard, Hudson, Hungerford, Hunter, Charles J. Ingersoll, 
Jenkins, James H. Jounson, Andrew Johnson, George W. 
Jones, Seaborn Jones, Kaufman, Kennedy, Preston King, 
Leake, Leffler, La Sere, Lumpkin, Maclay, McClean. Mc- | 
Cleland, MeClernand, McDaniel, James McDowell, McKay, 
Join P. Martin, Barkley Martin, Morris, Morse, Moulton, 
Norris, Parrish, Payne, Perry, Phelps, Pillsbury, Reid, Reife, 
tuett, Ritter, Roberts, Sawtelle, Scammon, Seddon, Alex- | 
ander D. Sims, Leonard H. Sims, Simpson, Robert Smith, 
Stanton, Starkweather, Strong, Sykes, James ‘Thompson, 
Jacob Thompson, Towns, Tredway, Wentworth, Wick, || 
Williams, Wilmot, Woodward, and Yost—111. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Arnold, Ashmun, Barringer, 
Bell, Blanchard, Buffington, William W. Campbell, John H. 
Campbell, Carroll, Cocke, Cranston, Crozier, Culver, Garrett 
Davis, Delano, Dockery, Edwin H. Ewing, Foot, Giddings, | 
Grider, Hale, Hampton, Harper, Elias B. Holines, Jolin W. 
Houston, Samuel D. Hubbard, Washington Hunt, Joseph R. 


McHenry, Melivaine, Marsh, Miller, Moseley, Pendleton, 
Pollock, Ramsey, Ripley, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rock- 
well, Root, Runk, Schenck, Seaman, Severance, Albert 
Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Strohm, Thibodaux, Thomaseon, 
Benjamin Thompson, Tilden, Trumbo, Vance, White, Win- 
throp, Woodruff, Wright, and Young—63. 

So the motion to postpone the special order was | 
laid on the table. 


PAY OF THE ARMY. , 


The House then resolved itself into Committee 
of the Whole, (Mr. McCrevzianp in the chair,) | 
and proceeded to the consideration of the special | 
order, viz: A bill to increase the pay of the non- 
commissioned officers, musicians, and privates of | 
the army of the United States, and the militia and 
volunteers in the service of the same, and allowing 
them bounty land in certain cases. 

Mr. PERRY avowed his intention to vote both || 
against the original bill as reported from the Mili- | 
tary Committee of the House, and also against the 
substitute reported by Mr. Boyp from the select 
committee; but, as his doing so might subject his 
course to misapprehension here and misrepresenta- 
tion elsewhere, he would briefly state the reasons 
which governed him. 

It was from no indisposition to allow an ample 
compensation to our brave soldiers; on the contra- | 
ry, it was from a disposition and desire to make a 
more ample and amore thorough provision for 
them than he thought would be effected either b 
the original bill or by the amendment. Under the | 
original bill the soldier would, in effect, receive a \| 
mere pittance for all his exposure and his hard |, 
services. The annual revenue from sales of the 
public domain amounted to about three millions of 
dollars. If this should be diverted from the sup- 
port of the Government to any other use, he defi- | 
cit must be supplied from some other source; and || 
we must either impose direct taxes or resort to a || 


_ sales effected for a long time. 





tax upon tea and coffee. Mr. P. was opposed to 
both alternatives. ‘The House had just passed a 
Joan bill to the amount of twenty thaed millions: 
if we should succeed in obtaining that loan, we 
must pledge the public lands both for interest and 


principal. Now, the original bill proposed to give 


the public lands to the amount of ten millions to 
the soldiers in bounty; but it was seriously doubt- 


ed whether, by even pledging the whole domajn, | 


we could get the proposed loan for carrying on the 


war; therefore, to pass the orig:nal bill was, in his ‘| 


opinion, totally out of the question. 


Mr. P. deemed the amended proposition no less | 


objectionable. It contained a proviso which would 
prevent his willingly giving it his vote. This 
was, to locate the bounty lands all in one district. 
His first objection to this was, that the Government 


wanted all the revenue it could derive as well from | 
the public lands as from the customs; but, as the | 
bill required the land granted to be actually located || 
within two years after the warrant issued, it would | 
interfere with the sale of the public lands. The | 


amount in land was ten millions; the amount of 
sales but three. Here would be a vast amount of 
these warrants in the hands of those who never 
would occupy the land granted. The consequence 
necessarily must be a great depreciation in the value 
of the public lands. The amendment required these 
ten millions all to be located within two years. If 
this whole amount was to be brought into the mar- 


ket and disposed of, the result must be a serious || 


injury to the public credit. 

But it might be said that the land would not all 
come into market. Certainly it would not; for many 
of those who would receive the warrants were 
mechanics, and others were professional men; but 
few, in comparison, would go and settle on the 
land as farmers; the others must turn their war- 
rants into money, or abandon all their previous 
rere to turn farmers. Allowing but eight mil- 
ions to be brought into market, the public lands 
must practically be locked up; there would be no 
To supply the rev- 
enue thus withdrawn, we must resort to direct 
taxation. 

Mr. P. objected, besides, to giving southern men 
bounty land in the North, or northern men land in 
the South. They were required to locate within 
two years; they must either go into a new region, 
(perhaps very much against their will,) or sell 
their warrants. The amendment allowed them no 
alternative. 

But experience proved the whole system to be 
wrong. Mr. P. came from the region of country 
where the bounty lands had been located for the 
glorious old ‘* Maryland line.”” Thousands of 


acres had there been set apart for that object; but 


how much of it had ever been settled by the sol- 
diers themselves? Mr. P. and others had the good 


| fortune to be the owners of seven thousand acres 


of the lands which had been intended by Congress 
for their use. He believed there had not a single 


|| soldier come and demanded to locate his warrant 


on the tract. And he was told 7 gentlemen from 
Illinois and Ohio that it was just the same there. 


Mr. P. here referred to the memorable battle of 


Lundy’s Lane, where an assault had been made 
on the British line by one hundred and twenty- 
five men from his own neighborhood, of which 
number seventy had been killed. The lands in- 
tended for these men descended to their heirs; and 


| Mr. P. had been called on by some of them in the 


duties of his profession to ascertain where their 
lands lay; and he found they were in Arkansas— 
a place to which they were unwilling to go. Hence 
their warrants were of no practical value to them. 
It was mere mockery to make a parade of giving 
these bounty lands to our soldiers; it would be of 
no real benefit to them. The amendment com- 
pletely defeated the purpose of the original bill; 
and surely its advocates could not be the sincere 
friends of the soldier. 
strange way of showing it: he asked bread, and 
they gave him a stone. But gentlemen might ask, 
if you are not for the original bill, and are not for 
the amendment, what are you for? He was for 
something like equality and justice, and not for a 
species of reward which, while it gave the western 
man living in the neighborhood of the lands every- 
thing, gave to those whose home was in the east- 
ern part of the Union comparatively nothing. Did 
gentlemen expect the East to be depopulated that 
the West might be settled? Or must the eastern 
soldier be forced to sell his lands for a song, and 
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| et a mere pittance for all his toils? The specy. 
|| lator would get all the good land, and the soldier 
_ would get next to nothing. Asa man from theag:. 
ern part of the Union, he was utterly opposed to 
such a scheme. Well, then, what are you for? 
He would tell gentlemen. He was in favor of the 
proposition of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Vy. 
TON;] he was for giving the soldier not lands, byt 
| stock. This plan was equitable—it would work 
| equal good to all. This would leave the public 
lands to pay the interest on our loan, and gradually 
| to discharge the principal. This would disappoint 
the speculator, for the stock would at once assume 
its par value. This would leave a tangible, sub. 
stantial provision for the widow and the children 
| of the soldier who fell in fighting the battles of his 
country. 

Mr. P. hoped that, from his opposing the }l| 
and the amendment, it would not be thought that 
he was opposed to this war. Far from it. Jy 
the reverse. He wasa strenuous advocate of the 
| war. He was ready to further its progress by 
| every means in his power. He was ready to grant 

the Executive all he could reasonably ask. He 
|| thought we had reason to be proud of the progress 
| of the war thus far. We had lost nothing, and we 
j had elevated our national character for bravery 
|| before the whole world. In the other House of 
| Congress a distinguished man, who was entitled 
|| to judge, had said that the martial fame we had 
|, acquired by the several achievements of our soldiers 
| in Mexico was worth to the nation more than all 
‘| the war had cost. It would make the title of 
| American citizen’? a passport over the world. 
\ We had commenced the war against what we had 
| supposed to be a handful of barbarians: we had 

since found them a formidable foe; and now, when 
| that discovery was made, some gentlemen were for 
stopping short and going no farther. Such a course 
would dishonor our fair fame forever. We must 
now go forward, and if Mexico still refused peace, 
‘|| we must conquer her or be disgraced. He went 
|| for the national glory. For this he would say to 
|| the Executive, ask what you will; I will give men, 
I will give money; but let us go on; and if nothing 

less would do, let us plant our victorious standards 
on the — of the Montezumas. 
'| Mr. P. said he had much to be proud of asa 
|| Marylander at the ever memorable siege of Mon- 
| terey. The first man that set his foot within the 
| 
{ 





| city had been a Marylander. ‘* History has im- 
* mortalized Mutius, a Roman soldier, who, to give 
| * proof of his courage, laid his right hand on an 
\| altar of burning coals, and told his enemy Por- 
‘ senna, that three hundred Romans like himself 
‘had conspired against his life. Porsenna, awed 
| ‘ by this extraordinary manifestation of courage, 

‘ yielded to terms of peace.’? With no less courage 
|| and chivalry, Hart, an humble ensign in the bat- 
|| talion of Baltimore volunteers, who was the bearer 
|| of his country’s flag at Monterey, and which had 
| been presented to his company by the patriotic 
ladies of the monumental city, after having his 
| right arm, which bore the flag, carried away by 4 
cannon ball, seized the banner with his left hand, 
and, disdaining suffering, carried the flag through 
the battle, and waved it in triumph over a victori- 
ous fight. If the Roman is worthy of a name in 
history, so should the name of the gallant Mary- 
lander be handed down to coming time. Yes, let 
/a monument be erected to the patriotic devotion 
, and valor of him whose life, dear as it is, was net 
too dear for his country’s honor. 

Yet our exultation over the victory was not 
| wholly unmingled with sorrow. The names of 

Ringgold and of Watson had been embalmed in the 
love and tears of the monumental city. She had 

much to remember. But Mr. P. could not repress 
| the swelling of State pride within him when he 

saw that, wherever dangers were the thickest, there 
|| the Maryland line was ever ready to assert and to 
maintain its ancient fame. 

He believed that the feeling of the American peo- 
ple was in favor of conquering a peace, and that 
seat: And though Mr. P. had very strong 
objections to laying a tax upon tea and coffee, 
yet, if even this were indeed absolutely indispen- 
sable to the carrying on of this war, even this he 

would yield to the exigencies of his country. It 
_ had been proposed as a peace measure: it was not 
| needed as a war measure. 
| Mr. P. was for rewarding our soldiers—but for 
doing it effectually and equitably. He would vote 
for no bill the sole object of which was to benefit 
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the West alone. Mr. P. wanted to seal the lipsof || Mr. THOMASSON expressed his wish that he || 

sander. Should his name be recorded as voting || had no grounds for fearing that gentlemen were not 
azainst the bill and the amendment, he might be || quite sincere who were proposing such large in- 
represented as anenemy of tl soldier,oran enemy || crease to the compensation of our soldiers. They 
to the war. He was neither. But he did not | now received $84 a year, and now some gentlemen 
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IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, January 26, 1847. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 


a communication from the Secretary of War, made 


want to mock the soldier by fine flourishing words | 
about giving him a home for his family, and then || 
leave him a prey to the vultures of speculation. | 
He wanted to give him money, or money’s worth, | 
and notto ruin the credit of the country by divert- 

ing the revenue of the public domain. 


were for giving them $236 a 


and sixty acres of land. Were they indeed sin- 


| cere? Did they mean this? Had they any hopes | 
of carrying it? Mr. T. hoped that they might | 


succeed; he was ready to vote for it all; but he 
must say he sadly doubted their sincerity. 


_ and one hundred | 


in compliance with a resolution of the 16th instant, 


| calling for information in reletion to the means of 


communication in the winter months between Forts 
Brady and Wilkins. 


Also, a communication from the Secretary of 


|| the Navy, made in compliance with a resolution 


Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, offered to amend 
the substitute in the fifth line, by striking out 
“two” and inserting ‘three,’’ so as to increase 
the pay three dollars per month. 


|| of the 22d instant. in relation to the causes which 
|| induced the return of the frigate Columbia and 
|| steamship Mississippi. 
| 

MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


Mr. BAGBY presented the memorial of John 
| B. Cooper, asking indemnity for French spolia- 

tions prior to 1800; which was referred to the Se- 
| lect Committee on the subject. 


Mr. CHAPMAN, of Alabama, explained his 
own course, and hoped the gentleman would not 
include him in his suspicions. 

Mr. THOMASSON said his remarks were meant 

Mr. H. said he objected to the substitute, and |, for the party generally, and not for any gentleman | 

referred the original bill, The matured plan re- || in particular, ‘The Democratic party had this 

ported from the select committee had, in his opin- || House; they were to the Whigs as two to one. 
jon, added nothing to its merits. ‘To be sure, it || They could do what they pleased. Would they, 
had got clear of some of the objectionable features || he asked, do this? Here was the middle of the || Mr. GREENE presented the memorial of the 
of the first bill; especially that one which pretended | session: they had had opportunity after opportu ‘| heirs of Caleb Gardner. in relation to the same: 
to give the soldier lands which had been open to | nity to increase the pay of the soldier: had they || which was referred to the Select Committee on the 
entry for ten years. But the feature in the sub- || done it? ‘athe ; | subject. 

stitute was just as bad. It gave them land subject || Mr. T. had offered, in sincerity, to give the vol- || Mir, BENTON presented additional documents 
toprivateentry. ‘This was but fooling the soldier. | unteers $12 a month, adding $5 to what they now || in the case of Sarah E. Graham, which were re- 
If you intended to give him land, give him suchas || got. ‘his would increase their pay $60 a year. || ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

others could buy with the same money. | if gentlemen would adopt this, and not give all || 


oney. : : | Mr. MANGUM presented the petition of Peter 
It was known to most who resided in the new || the bounty to the twelve months’ men, it struck |) yon Schmidt, asking an examination into the merits 
him they would get the men they wanted. He || 


° ene j } . i . . 6 ° ° 
States that there were sixteen millions of acres of | ; opr | of his process for mineralizing timber; which was 
land now in Alabama that were not worth seventy- || was for reserving this additional pay ull the man || referred to the Committee on Macal Affairs. 


five cents the acre. There were lands which did | 


not contain one legal subdivision worth that sum | 
peracre. Did gentlemen mean to give our soldiers 
that? They talked about giving him a “‘little home | 
for himself and his children;’’ but it was all mock- | 
ery. They well knew that on such a “little home”’ 
both he and his family would shortly starve to | 
death. 

The third section was objectionable also. This 
provided that if the man who had inlisted for five 
years or for the war was taken sick, and was [thus 
prevented from service, he should get his land the 
sume as those who served. Now, if such a vol- 
unteer should be wounded or get sick, was he any | 
more meritorious than the man who had volunteer- | 
ed but for six months? Why? Mr. H. could see 
no imaginable difference between the man who vol- 
unteered for three months or six months, or twelve 
months, or five years, or during the war. The | 
bounty was given to the man in consideration of 
his wound or his sickness, and not for the length 
of time he had volunteered to serve. 

Mr. H., too, was against the proviso in the 
fourth section, which provided that these bounty 
lands were to be laid off in some district, but did | 
not specify any location. Why did not the bill 
say where the lands were to lie? Suppose it should 
be said they were to be located in Alabama or in 
Ohio, where all the lands had been picked and 
culled over till there was nothing or little left but 
trash: suppose the time to locate the district should 

rove notto be long enough, then the bounty would 

egone. Mr. H. was not for trifling in this mat- 
ter. He was not for deceiving the soldier. He | 
was against promising him a home and then put- 
ting him off with trash. 

The history of this bill had been a singular one, 
any how. At the last session, his colleague [Mr. 
ee had introduced the resolution granting 
the President fifty thousand volunteers; and he 
was entitled to great credit and honor for having 
made the proposition; and nothing but that gentle- 
man’s exceeding modesty could have prevented 
him from claiming a little notoriety for such a 
move. Mr. H. said he had voted against the 
proposition made by the gentleman from Pennsy!- 
vania over the way [Mr. Srewarr] at the last 
session to suspend the rules to introduce his reso- 
lution to increase the pay of the volunteers, because 
he always voted against suspending the rules in 
such cases, unless there were high and imperious 
considerations which seemed to demand it; and he 
had voted before against the same proposition. 
Another reason was, that he considered many of 
these propositions as made by gentlemen merely 
for the purpose of making political capital; be- 
sides, to have suspended the rules would have re- 
quired a vote of two-thirds, and that for a propo- 
sition which he considered as both out of time and 
out of place. Moreover, the resolution of the gen- 
teman from Pennsylvania was partial in its pro- 
visions: it provided only for the volunteer, and 
gave nothing to the regular soldier, though all 
fought together, side by side. 








| 

| gothome. Then he would have some little money 
| in hand, and it would do him some good. 

The committee, on motion of Mr. JOSEPH J. 
McDOW ELL, rose and reported, (for the purpose 
of adopting a resolution to terminate debate.) 


that all debate on the said bill should terminate 
to-morrow, at two o’clock. 


INCREASE OF THE ARMY. 
Mr. HARALSON, from the Committee on Mil- 
| itary Affairs, reported the following bill: 


Be ut enacted, §c., That there shall be added to each of the 
regiments of artillery two companies, to be organized in the 
| sane manner and who shall receive the like pay and allow- 
| ancesin every respect as authorized by existing laws; and, 


March 2d, 1&21, to be equipped as light artillery, the Presi- 
dent is hereby empowered, when he shall deem it necessary, 


ment of artillery shail be allowed two principal musicians, 
with the rates of pay provided by law for the principal 
musicians in the regiments of infantry. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the officers and 
men of the light artillery, when serving as such and mounted, 
shail receive the same pay and allowances as provided by 
law for the dragoons. 


organization of the army,” &ce., approved August 23d, 1842, 
which allows additional rations to certain otiicers of the 


army. 
MISCELLANEOUS. 





mitted, 

| Also, a bill giving the assent of the United 
| States to an act of the General Assembly of Mary- 
land, passed at the December session, 1844, chap- 
ter 287: read and committed. 


| Mr. McDANIEL presented a memorial of the 

Legislature of Missouri, relating to the 16th sec- 
tions, or school lands: referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

Also, a memorial of the Legislature of Missouri, 
asking the passage of a bill now before Congress, 

roviding for the reclaiming of certain inundated 

ea in Missouri and Arkansas: referred to the 

Committee of the Whole. 

Also, a memorial of the same Legislature, rela- 

| ting to the extension of mail facilities in the State 

of Missouri: referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. WOODWORTH (by leave) presented a 
memorial of Aaron Leggett, of the city of New 
York, relative to spoliations committed upon his 
property by the Mexican Government: referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. TRUMBO (by leave) presented a preamble 
and resolutions from the Legi entucky, 


islature of 
in relation to the increase of the pay of volunteers 
in the Mexican war: laid on the table. 


The House then adjourned. 


And, on motion of Mr. McD., it was resolved, | 


in addition to the four companies authorized by the act of | 


to desiguate tour other companies, one in each regiment, to || 
be organized and equipped as light artillery; and each regi- || 


Sec. 3. Jind be it further enacted, That the provisions of 
the sixth section of the act entitled “An act respecting the | trict of Columbia, reported - joint spetealibidl i Titi 


army, be and the same is hereby so extended as to embrace | 


| the Quartermaster General and Adjutant General of the || Washington; which was read a first time. 





Mr. JAMES McDOWELL, from the Commit- | 
tee on the District of Columbia, reported a bill for 
the repair of the Potomac bridge: read and com- | 








Also, the memorial of the same, asking that the 
Secretary of the Navy may be directed to con- 
tract with him for the construction of a dry dock 


|| at Pensacola; which was referred to the Commit- 


tee on Naval Affairs. 


Mr. ATCHISON presented the memorial from 


| the officers of the third regimentof Missouri volun- 
| teers, asking the reimbursement of expenses in- 
|| curred in preparing themselves for service; which 


was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. CAMERON presented a petition from citi- 
zens of the county of Philadelphia, asking the 
construction of a dry dock in that city; which was 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, the memorial of the Select and Common 
Council of the city of Philadelphia, asking the 
construction of a dry dock in that city; which was 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, a petition of certain citizens of Philadei- 


|| phia, asking a grant of public land for the purpose 


of making a railroad from Michigan to the Pacific 


| Ocean, which was referred to the Committee on 


Roads and Canals. 


WASHINGTON MONUMENT. 
Mr. MILLER, from the Committee for the Dis- 


thorizin 


the erection on the public grounds in the 
city of 


ashington of a monument to George 


PRIVATE BILLS. 


Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, reported a bill granting a pension to Bethiah 
Healy; which was read a first time. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, made an adverse report on the 
petition of Naomi Davis; which was ordered to be 


| printed. 


Mr. JOHNSON, from the same committee, re- 


ported a bill for the relief of Andrew Moore; which 
was read a first time. 


Mr. GREENE, from the Committee of Claims, 


|| reported a bill for the relief of the heirs and legal 
|| representatives of Lewis de la Housaye; which 
| was read a first time. 


The bill for the relief of Elijah White was read 


| a third time and passed. 


HOUSE BILLS. 
A number of bills from the House of Repre- 


| sentatives, were read a first and second time, und 


referred to the appropriate committees. 
SURVEYOR GENERAL OF OREGON. 


The Senate then resumed the consideration of 
the bill to create the office of surveyor general of 
the public lands in the Territory of Oregon, and 
to grant donation rights to settlers thereon and for 
other purposes. 

The question being on the parsage of the biil— 

Mr. CALHOUN called for the reading of the 
bill; and the bill having been read: 

r. WESTCOTT stated some objec 


tions which 
he had to this bill. 


He stated that the title to reaj 





ae 





TS Seren < 








gar ees we apy 


—— 


2 


“Se 


- 





256 


estate in Oregon under the treaty with Great Brit- 
ain, was of a peculiar character. The Hudson Bay 





| 


Company had certain rights there. The question | 
was whether the employees of this company own- | 


ed lands in their own right, or that the right of 


possession so long as they remained on them was | 


all that was guarantied to them. 
give any opinion on this point; but he regarded it 
as one which ought to be gravely considered. The 
possessors of these lands absorbed all the most val- 
uable partof theterritory near the Columbia river. 
‘The most valuable lands were in British posses- 


He would not | 


sion. And what did this bill contemplate? To give | 


every foot of land to settlers. There was no man 


___THE CONGRESSIONAL GL 


more disposed than he was to favor settlers on our |! 


public lands. 


He would at all times vote for liber- | 


al donations, where good reasons were assigned | 


for the grant. But there was a provision in this 
bill to which he could never give his consent. He 
could never consent to put half-breed Indians, who 
never would be American citizens, on an equal 
footing with our own citizens. He put it to the 
judgment of the Senate to say if this was just. 
it was contrary to the policy of all civilized gov- 
ernments to permit aliens to own property in the 
soil, as if they were citizens. Some of our States, 
he was aware, had relaxed their policy, and allow- 
ed foreigners to hold lands. But this bill admitted 
a class of persons below aliens. 

He objected further to the propriety of giving 
every half-breed a section of land, when the Gov- 
ernm-at had to pay to the Indians large sums for 
the possession of have lands. Why this liberal 
pai y was to be introduced in the Territory of 
Oregon—why she was to be favored beyond other 
unsettled portions of the United States—he was at 
a loss to understand, 

There were portions of the phraseology, also, 
to which he had objection, because their meaning 
was not conveyed in a sufficiently clear and definite 
form. 


Should it be the judgment of the Senate, how- | 
ever, that the bill should pass, he had done his | 


duty in presenting his objections, and would wil- 
lingly submit. 

Mr. PEARCE was about to make some remarks, 
when 

Mr. SPEIGHT called for the special order. 


TREASURY NOTE AND LOAN BILL. 


“he Senate then proceeded to the consideration | 
of the bill from the House, authorizing an issue of | 


treasury notea, or a loan, and for other purposes. 


The question pending being on the amendment 
offered by Mr. Nixes to the fourth section of the 
bill— 

Mr. WESTCOTT proposed as a substitute for 
the amendment, to strike out the words “ or other 
persons,’’ in the sixth line of said section, and also 
to strike out the words “not under par,’’ in the 


ninth and tenth lines, and add the following pro- | 


VINO: 


“ Provided, That no treasury notes shall be sold or dis- | 
posed of in any manner, directly or indirectly, for any sum | 
less than the amount of such notes, including the principal | 


and iuterest thereon when disposed of.’ 

Mr. NILES accepted the proposition in lieu of 
of his own. 

Mr. WESTCOTT stated that if no amendments 
were made, he should still vote for the bill, defect- 
ive as he considered it to be. He had examined 
this fourth section, and had also looked at the fifth 
section of the act of 1814; and although they Were 
not identically the same, he found a strong analogy 
between them. There were some restrictions tn 
the act of 1814, which were omitted in this bill. 
Every Senator knew personally, or from history, 
that during the last war there was a great depre- 
ciation of treasury notes. This caused great alarm; 
but it was accounted for by the peculiar exigencies 
of the period. He saw nothing in the present as- 
pect of affairs to justify a resort, on the part of the 
Government, to the paltry and degrading practice 
of shaving their own notes. There could be no- 
thing in the present war with Mexico, or in any 
other war, to justify this practice. He was aston- 


| 


jects that he did not understand. 


out authorizing any loan or any issue of treasur 
notes, that the President—even President Polk— 
would be able to raise sufficient means to carry on 
the war. He had no idea, therefore, that this bill 


ried through without proper deliberation. Could 
any one believe that the paltry sum of twenty- 
three millions—not equal to the debt of Pennsyl- 


vania, or to the capital of some of our railroad || 


companies—could not be raised? 


way of its obtainment. The idea of danger to the 
country was a mere bugaboo. Still, he would 
never permit the officer of the Government at the | 
head of the Treasury to shave her own paper. 
Mr. SPEIGHT inquired of the gentleman from 
North Carolina, [Mr. Bapnger,| whether he in- | 
tended to address them in regard to the bill this 
morning. He inferred, from the fact that he 
moved an adjournment last evening, that such was | 
his intention. 
Mr. BADGER replied that he was sorry to per- | 
ceive that there was an impression existing, in 
consequence of the intimation referred to by the | 
Senator—which had been given in one of the morn- 
ing papers, and which he supposed arose from the 
mere fact of his having, at a late hour last evening, 
made a motion to adjourn—that he intended to | 
address the Senate this morning. He could only | 
say that nothing was further from his intention, 
for he was not in the habit of speaking upon sub- | 


George Coleman, the younger, he would have to | 
say he never boasted much of his knowledge of 


arithmetic. He had no intention, therefore, in this | 


presence, to take part in discussions upon schemes 
of finance. 


get himself on. 


Mr. SPEIGHT stood corrected, and asked if | 


he had understood the gentleman from Florida as 
offering an amendment? 


Mr. WESTCOTT replied, that he had offered 


his proposition as an amendment to the amend- | 


ment offered by the Senator from Connecticut. 
Mr. SPEIGHT remarked, that although he had 


opposed the amendment of the Senator from Con- | 
necticut when it was first proposed at the com- | 
mencement of the session, yet, upon reflection, he | 


had made up his mind to vote for it, because he 
could see very little difference between it and the 
section of the bill as originally reported. And, as 


to the amendment which had just been proposed |. 


by the Senator from Florida, he could see no spe- 


cial objection to the adoption of that also. He || 


should not, therefore, oppose either of them; but, 
if gentlemen wished, he hoped they would be 
adooued, and the bill passed without delay. 

Mr CAMERON called for the reading of the 


/amendment of the Senator from Connecticut, as 


modified by the honorable gentleman from Florida, 
Mr. Nives having accepted that amendment. 
The question on the adoption of the amendment 


_as modified, was then taken and agreed to. 


Mr. HUNTINGTON moved to amend the 
twenty-first section of the bill, by striking out the 


_ word * six,”’ and inserting in lieu thereof the word 


s eighteen ;”’ and in the seventh line of the same 


| section, after the word ‘* the,” to strike out all the 
| remaining part of the section, and insert the words 
| passage of the act.’” He would give in a word || 
| his reasons for proposing that amendment. By |) 
| the second section of the bill, the Secretary of the 


Treasury was authorized to issue treasury notes, 


| which should be reimbursable at his discretion for 


ished at the statements which had been sent abroad | 


of the alarming condition of the treasury. 


was done to create an impression that the country | 


was in danger, it shoul 


be at once put down. | 


Persons who could believe such statements must | 


have very little confidence in our republican insti- 
tutions. He was ashamed that any persons could 
be found among us to circulate such impressions. 


If this || 


| been ratified with Mexico. 
_ happen that u 


one or two years, and by their dates respectively. 
By the twelfth section, the Secretary of the Treas- 


_ury was authorized to issue other notes in lieu of | 


them when they were redeemed. Were it not, 


| then, for the proviso which he had proposed, the 
/ authority of the Secretary to issue these notes 


would be unlimited. The bill provided no control 


| over either the Secretary or the President as to the | 


time of continuing the issue of those notes. It was 
perpetual. 
vided that they should cease at the expiration of 
six months afier a definitive treaty of peace had 
Now, if it should 
n the last day preceding the rati- 
fication of such a treaty, the Secretary should have 


on hand a qeectty of these treasury notes, he 
|| could then reissue the 


He believed, that if Congress should adjourn with- | 


m for two years, if he chose; 


) 80 that it was in the power of the President of the 


y | United States, or the Secretary of the Trea 


{ 

' 

1 

was of such vast importance that it must be hur- | 
' 

! 

| 

| 


Like the poet, || 


His only purpose in moving the ad- | 
journment was to get others off the floor, not to 


But this last section of the bill pro- |) 


— eee, ee 





sury, 
notes 
Now, he thought 
| that the better waygif they must have treasury 
| notes as a circulating medium, would be go to 
|} amend the bill that they should cease authorita. 
; 
} 
1 
| 


| after the close of the war, to reissue these 
|| for two years and six months. 


tively by law when the necessity or supposed 
| cessity for them ceased. He had therefore = 
vided by his amendment, that the President o the 


m) If it was forty || United States should have no authority to issue 
millions, or any amount which the Government || 


said it was in need of, he saw no difficulty in the || the time of the passage of this act. 


them after the expiration of eighteen months from 
re th i . r If, at the ex. 
piration of this period, or a considerable part of it 
it should be found that the war continued, and that 
the expenses of the Government required that 
there should be the authority for a reissue of these 
notes, Congress would be in session, and could 
confer that power. It seemed to him, therefore 
better that the time should not be unlimited for the 


|| issue of these notes, but that a provision of the 


kind which he had suggested should be inserted 
in the bill. 

Mr. SPEIGHT hoped the gentleman’s amend. 
/ment would not be adopted. The provisions of 
the bill had been prepared with the sanction of the 


|, Administration, and he could see no reason for 


changing them. The bill, as it now stood, autho- 
| rized the President to issue treasury notes, redeem- 
able in one or two years, at discretion, when others, 
in lieu of them, could be issued; and that power 
was to cease six months after a treaty of peace 
shall have been concluded with Mexico. The 
gentleman now proposed to limit the time to eigh- 
teen months, and to leave it with another Congress 
to authorize the President or the Secretary to re- 
issue these notes, if it should be deemed necessary, 
| Why (he asked) not pass the law, and now autho- 
rize the President or the Secretary of the Treasury 
|| to issue all the notes which were necessary? He 
was opposed to the policy of bringing this subject 
continually before Congress, asking them to fur- 
nish the means for prosecuting the war, when the 
| Administration only asked for twenty-three mil- 
lions in all. He hoped the amendment would not 
_ be adopted, because it was altogether unnecessary. 
He would take occasion to remark, that no one 
was more desirous than himself to bring the war 
to a speedy and honorable termination. He should 
be glad if it could be terminated to-morrow. He 
hoped it would be terminated before the new year 
| was half run out; and then there would be no ne- 
| cessity for this amendment. He hoped, therefore, 
|| that ties Senator would withdraw his amendment, 
and let the bill pass in its present shape. 
|| Mr. HUNTINGTON said he was well aware 
that it was the desire of the President that the bill 
should be passed in its present shape. But that 
was no reason why they should pass it without 
examining its provisions. All that he desired by 
| his amendment was, that they should place within 
| their own control the reissuing of these notes. 
|| Under the bill, as it now stood, they authorized 
| the President (and he considered that the exigen- 
| cies of the country required it) to flood the country 
with twenty-eight millions miore of these treasury 
| notes. He could not, therefore, give his consent 
| to the passage of the bill in its present shape. 
| Mr. CAMERON was opposed, to the amend- 
! 
} 
| 


' ment; but for reasons quite different from those 
| which had been suggested by the Senator from 
_ Mississippi. He did not propose to lay any obstacle 
_in the way of the President in prosecuting his 
| measures for the termination of this war. 
|| Mr. SPEIGHT here asked for the yeas and nays 
| on the amendment, and they were ordered. 
| Mr. BAGBY expressed the hope that the amend- 
| ment would not be adopted. e was opposed to 
| it because its object was to provide against some 
‘| possible evil, but not against any which was ap- 
parent or probable. He would not say that the 
ill should be adopted without amendment be- 
' cause it emanated from the Administration, how- 
ever. But he believed it should be adopted fora 
higher reason. It was not contended by the advo- 
‘cates of these amendments, that any good would 
result from them; but it was manifest that much 
| evil might be the consequence, In all their move- 
| ments in regard to the Mexican war, they were 
anxious to lay down some definite mark to which 
Mexico might expect them to go, and beyond 
which they would march no farther. But he was 
| opposed to the amendment for another reason. 
|| This session of Co was more than half gone, 
'' and what had they done? For three or four weeks 
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